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THREE NEw BISHOPS 
FOR ANTIOCHIAN 
ARCHDIOCESE 


His Grace, Bishop THOMAS (Joseph), Bishop of 
Pittsburgh and the Diocese of the East, His Grace 
Bishop MARK (Maymon), Bishop of Toledo and the 
Diocese of the Midwest, and His Grace Bishop 
ALEXANDER (Mufarrij), Bishop of Ottawa and the 
Diocese of Eastern Canada and Upstate New York 
assumed their new duties on January 1, 2005. Bishop 
THOMAS has moved into the chancery at the 
Antiochian Village in Ligonier, Pennsylvania, and 
Bishop MARK has moved into the chancery in To- 
ledo, Ohio. Bishop ALEXANDER will soon move to 
a temporary location in Canada until renovations are 
completed at the permanent chancery in Montreal. 
They will later be formally enthroned at their dioc- 
esan cathedrals by the Metropolitan and members of 
the Local Synod. Formerly Fr. Thomas Joseph, Fr. 
Mark Maymon and Fr. Rafeek Mufarrij were included 
in the nominations made by the General Assembly of 
the Special Convention of July 2004 as candidates for 
the office of diocesan bishop. Subsequent to their 
election, and at the request of His Beatitude IGNATIUS 
IV, the new bishops-elect were sent to Damascus, 
where they were consecrated to the episcopacy at the 
hand of His Beatitude during the weekend of Decem- 
ber 3-5, 2004. Under the Pittsburgh Constitution, (as 
occurred in the case of the three new bishops), the 
Patriarch of Antioch may exercise his option to not 
send representatives of the Holy Synod of Antioch to 
participate, with the Local Synod, in the election of 
diocesan bishops. It is also permissible under our 
constitution, where approved by the Metropolitan and 
Local Synod (as occurred in the case of the three new 
bishops), to send our bishops-elect to Damascus for 
consecration. The faithful of the Archdiocese are hope- 
ful that His Beatitude Patriarch IGNATIUS IV will be 
at the Archdiocesan General Convention in Detroit, 
which will be held from July 25-31, 2005. 


SOLIA JANUARY 2005 


NEEDED: A CONCENTRATED ORTHODOX 
EFFORT TO EVANGELIZE 


Unless there is some civil law stating to the con- 
rary, “faith groups” may use whatever descriptive 
adjective they wish to entitle themselves. The prolif- 
eration of titles which include ‘catholic’ or ‘orthodox’ 
-ndicate the depths of the morass into which Chris- 
ians have fallen in their desire to be “true” to what 
hey perceive to be the Gospel and to some identity to 
mation or particularity. Eastern Orthodox know that 
hey all hold the same faith (some differences in typikon, 
„e. “Byzantine”); Oriental Orthodox know that they, 
-00 have a unity under that banner. The Roman Catho- 
lic Church, under the Bishop of Rome, all have the 
pee faith plus a central and unique authority even if 
there are many rites (which Vatican II has dignified 
1 the term, “Church”, i.e., Ukrainian Catholic Rite 
is also Ukrainian Catholic Church although it does not 
sg autocephaly although striving for some kind of 
“patriarch”. One can stretch it to say that it has some 
fform of “autonomy” in that the candidates for the 
head of this Church/Rite will not be other than a 
‘Ukrainian national. There are hundreds of differing 
“Baptist” churches, Methodist, Presbyterian, not to 
“speak of the numerous evangelic denominations, et 
saliae. Society lumps all Christians together; polls sepa- 
“rate us into two major groups, Roman Catholic or 
Protestant according to percent of the population. 
Orthodox Christians around the world often find them- 
selves as a minority, but this should not imply some 
form of government control. The Church in Finland, 
although a recognized second “national,” carries on 
her mission as a minority and does well. 

An administratively united Orthodox Church in the 
USA will not make Orthodoxy more or less accept- 
able or known per se. What will make Orthodoxy 
known is, I believe, a concentrated effort to evange- 
lize. We need an institution that trains people for 
outreach to America. I believe that the main thrust of 
education and preparation for home evangelism must 
be the scope of a unique institution. Seminaries will 
continue their present mode of serving the existing 
and accepted parish life. Outreach must be empha- 
sized. It seems that those who embrace the Orthodox 
faith in North America easily position themselves into 
the “status quo,” even though some may rally against 
the “ethnic” identity of parishes and dioceses; others 
have no problem in entering an existing (“ethnic’’) 
parish and find its acceptance of them spiritually and 
socially satisfying. 

Is the Church in America mature?! Of course she 
is! She demonstrates this through her obedience to the 
unity of the Church by listening to the Mother Churches. 
Those “jurisdictions” which are still tied to the Mother 
Churches are like the servant in the Psalm which says 


(vespers of weekdays, apostica verses) “like the eyes 
of a servant on their masters hand...,” meaning that 
they are waiting for the Mother Church to act in 
behalf of administrative unity in, among other places, 
America (Europe, Australia, South America, Asia). 
The local Synod of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catho- 
lic Metropolia in 1905 asked the Russian Church for 
total Autocephaly and it came, in the strangest of 
manners and time, 65 years later in 1970, while athe- 
istic communism was governing Russia. 

Is there a need for administrative unity in Ortho- 
doxy in the US and also in Canada? Of course. The 
bottleneck is that Constantinople pretends to be the 
sole author of autocephaly; the Mother Churches deem 
it their individual right; the Russian Church claimed it 
by authority of establishment through missionary ef- 
fort. 

What is needed is that the Church around the world 
be more open to the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, so 
that we discern the will of God and shake off the hold 
of governments and lay aside personal arrogance. We 
are living in a time when we need to reflect on how to 
best live the faith and share the promise according to 
the world of today. We perceive the general fall of 
communism; secularization of Europe and North 
America; the advance of Islam; the world economic 
unification ideal...What the Church needs now is a 
general council! Shame on those who are leaders and 
lead not! Shame on those who should speak out but 
remain quiet, tacit for paltry gain! While we muddle 
in titles and past glories, the non-Christian world is 
up-building around us. 

The Church is One Body, but at this time in history 
we are acting as the one in the Scripture who throws 
himself into the fire, who tears at his own flesh, who 
spews out self-inflicting anathemas and knows not 
that before us is the Christ who heals those who come 
to him with and in faith. 

The early church pleaded, “Come Lord Jesus, come 
without delay.” Can we pray the same? 

Is our household in order? 

Is the Bride watching and waiting in love for her 
Bridegroom? 

+ Nathaniel, Archbishop of Detroit 

Originally posted on the St. Andrew House Discus- 
sion Forum on January 24, 2005. 
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GET ME TO THE 
CHURCH ON TIME 


by Joan Teebagy 


There is an ongoing joke in some of our churches 
when any reference is made to the time of church events 
or services. People will jokingly ask: “Is that “American 
time’ or ‘Lebanese/Syrian/Russian/Romanian/Greek 
time’?” In response to visitors’ shocked reaction to tar- 
diness at church services, people will reply, “Our people 
[meaning the Orthodox] are always late.” The sad thing 
is that our people are not always late. They are on time 
for doctor’s appointments, school, work, piano lessons, 
luncheon dates, movies and shows and even Little League 
practice or sunrise hockey practices. Doesn’t the com- 
munity worship of God deserve the same effort and 
respect? 

Some will say God would rather have them late than 
not be at church at all. I’m sure that this is true, but even 
the most understanding of spouses will soon tire of 
being constantly taken for granted and will demand 
more respect and consideration. Converts to the Ortho- 
dox Church are often shocked at their initial exposure to 
this indifferent attitude about punctuality at church ser- 
vices. “Blessed is the Kingdom” marks the beginning of 
Divine Liturgy with only a handful of people in church 
to hear it. Parishioners straggle in even up to the point 
of Holy Communion, as if five minutes of church was 
enough preparation. What does this show God about our 
commitment to Him when we wouldn’t dare miss the 
first half of a movie or a show? What does this teach our 
children? 

Children sense our priorities not only by what we 
say, but especially by what we do. Although this re- 
sponsibility falls mainly on the shoulders of parents, 
every church member is a role model and “Christian 
Educator” just by virtue of being a member of that 
community. We all must make the effort of putting God 
and His Church first, and show it by arriving on time on 
a regular basis. 

Some parents make a conscious choice to bring their 
children late to church, because they feel their children 
cannot handle the entire Liturgy. The importance of 
children’s attendance at Divine Liturgy is addressed in 
a previous article entitled “Should Children Be In 
Church?” As a mother of three young children, ages 5, 
3, and 1, I know the effort it takes to get children ready 
for church and to be with them for the entire Divine 
Liturgy. It is my strong belief, however, as a mother and 
a professional educator, that children should be in church, 
and they should be there on time. They do adjust, they 
do adapt to routine, and they listen and learn more than 
you know. 

It is no small task to get families ready for church and 
there on time on Sunday mornings, and still maintain a 
“holy atmosphere.” As a wife of a priest, this responsi- 


bility is usually exclusively mine on Sunday mornings, 

but even with help, it can be a hectic task, especially if 

you have very young children or a nursing infant. 

Here are some ways to move those lively “spirits” out 

on time on Sunday but still keep with the spirit of 

worship in church. Also included are reminders from 
the previous article about children’s time in the liturgy. 

1. Plan the night before. Get the children’s clothes 
pressed and ready. Pack up their bags with church 
school assignments and projects, offerings, Divine 
Liturgy books and for the very young, small snacks, 
crayons and picture books. Remember to pack up the 
diaper bag too. 

2. Spend a prayerful, quiet evening and attend Vespers 
if you can. Remember to read the Gospel reading for 
Sunday and have children remember to listen for key 
words. Go to bed early and rise early. 

3. Keep breakfast for the children simple. Clean up can 
be dishes in the sink until you return, if time is short. 

4. Have children read or play quiet games instead of 
turning on the television on Sunday morning. You 
may wish to put on Bible Story videos, especially if 
they are related to the Gospel Readings for that day. 
There are videos that tell the bible story without 
extra characters as in some of the cartoon versions of 
them. 

5. Be sure to build in extra time, especially if you have 
a distance to travel. I knew of someone who had to 
travel 50 minutes, including the crossing of an inter- 
national border, but she still managed to make it on 
time with her two young children. It can be done if 
it is a priority in your life and the desire is there. 

6. Upon arrival at the church, remind the children of 
certain routines, such as lighting a candle before 
entering church or kissing an icon. Remember the 
following suggestions to make the time in church 
more meaningful (For details read earlier article 
entitled “Should Children Be In Church”): 

a) Sit as close to the front as possible so children 
can see. 

b) Bring materials for the children as those listed in 
#1. A new Divine Liturgy book for children is 
now available through the OCEC (Orthodox Chris- 
tian Education Commission). 

c) Prepare your children for Liturgy by reading the 
Gospel reading for the day the evening before 
church, and have them listen for key words. Teach- 
ing your children certain routines such as light- 
ing a candle before church, watching for the Little 
and Great Entrance, listening to the Gospel, re- 
citing the Lord’s Prayer and receiving Holy Com- 
munion, not only breaks down the service so it is 
manageable for young children, but also teaches 
them a great deal about the Divine Liturgy itself. 

7. Be mindful of Christ and His Church throughout the 
week by daily prayers at mealtimes and bedtimes, 
reading the Bible stories along with their other fa- 
vorite stories and participating in good works. In this 

Cont. on page 4 
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CHAPLAIN STRENGTHENS COALITION THROUGH 
ROMANIAN LITURGY AT ABU GHRAIB 


by Sgt. Luis R. Agostini 
Ist Force Service Support Group 


ABU GHRAIB, Iraq (Dec. 21, 2004) — For 20 
nurses and doctors of the Armata Romania (the Roma- 
nian Army) serving in Iraq, an Orthodox liturgy seemed 
an unlikely possibility. 

To their surprise, less than a week before Christ- 
mas, Navy Cdr. C. Jerome Cwiklinski, a Ist Force 
Service Support Group chaplain, delivered the Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom Dec. 19, 2004, at the 
Abu Ghraib Hospital here. 

“It was our wish to have an Orthodox service, and 
we are glad we had it,” said Romanian Army Lt. Col. 
Taraca Vasile, 48, who serves as a doctor with the 
Task Force Medical 115, an American Army medical 
unit tasked with caring for detainees at the Abu Ghraib 
prison and the service members that work there. 

His desert combat boots peeking through the bot- 
tom of his emerald and gold Eucharistic vestments, 
Cwiklinski told the liturgy participants, through a trans- 
lator, that their services at the hospital reflect the spirit 
of the Lord. 

“Because of your profession of medicine, you show 
compassion even to those who are our enemies. God is 
the same, because He accepts us even as sinners and 
shows mercy on us,” said Cwiklinski. 

The hospital’s appointed chaplain, Army Capt. Vaioa 
T. Leau, whose hulking presence is balanced by his 
gentle, aloha spirit, supported the request to bring 
Cwiklinski, the closest of two Orthodox priests for 
U.S. forces in Iraq. 

“Fortunately, Chaplain ‘Ski’ volunteered to come 
and do the service,” said the 37-year-old Pago Pago, 
American Samoa, native. 

There are approximately 25 Eastern Orthodox chap- 
lains serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, a distinct 
minority in contrast to a predominantly Orthodox coun- 
try like Romania, which has chaplains in its armed 
forces but none currently in Iraq. 

This is the third time Cwiklinski has worked closely 
with Romanian troops. He was involved in the Mili- 
tary-to-Military Contacts Program in the early 90s, 
designed to form ties with the armed forces of the 
emerging democracies of eastern Europe. Romanian 
troops also faithfully attended his services during the 
2003 liberation of Iraq. 

“We are already experiencing the fruits of our la- 
bors in the Mil-to-Mil program, as the countries we 
engaged then are now some of our most committed 
coalition partners in Iraq and Afghanistan. Celebrating 
religious beliefs we have in common by sharing min- 
istry resources 1s just one more way we strengthen that 
bond,” said Cwiklinski. 
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Resembling a Catholic high mass, the Divine Lit- 
urgy is sung or chanted in its entirety, and uses incense 
and icons. To make them feel more at home, Cwiklinski 
chanted much of the service in Romanian. 

The 50-year-old Buffalo, N.Y., native studied Latin 
for four years. Many languages derive from Latin, 
including French, Italian, Spanish and Romanian. 

His pronunciation may not have been perfect, and a 
little slow during the liturgy, but the attendants clearly 
understood Cwiklinski’s message and appreciated his 
services. 

“1 didn’t mind his pronunciation. We understood 
it,” said Romanian Army Sgt. Ist Class Claudia-Stefania 
Calin, a 28-year-old nurse at the hospital. 

Cwiklinski will visit the Romanians again, adding 
this stop to his regular travel circuit to bases through- 
out Iraq with Americans of the Orthodox faith. 


Get Me to the Church 


Cont. from page 4 

way, getting ready for church and arriving on time is 

a natural extension to their everyday life. Your own 

spiritual strength is important in making the Church 

a priority in your own life as well as your children’s. 

Remember, you are the most significant role model 

for your child in their spiritual development in the 

church. 

In conclusion, we all have days that make delays 
unavoidable, and we will arrive at church later than we 
would like. Do not let these days discourage you, for 
you will be welcomed with open and loving arms. How- 
ever, continue to make the extra effort the following 
weeks to show commitment and respect for God and His 
Church, so you may experience and enjoy the fullness 
of the journey of Divine Liturgy by arriving on time. 
We must teach our children that the gathering of our 
church family to worship God is more important than 
our social and secular demands of this world. If prob- 
lems arise, seek advice from your pastor or other par- 
ents. Most importantly, take care of yourself spiritually, 
spend time in your own quiet, reflective prayer at home 
(as much as a young family will allow), and be mindful 
of Christ’s presence when the community gathers to- 
gether to worship God. 

(Joan Woodward Teebagy has been a member of the 
Department of Christian Education in the Antiochian 
Archdiocese for several years and has recently been 
appointed the chairman of the Curriculum Department 
of the OCEC [Orthodox Christian Education Commis- 
sion]. She is the wife of Fr. John Teebagy, the pastor at 
St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church in Dedham, 
Massachusetts.) 
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE 


September 3-6. Fairlawn, OH. Presentation of 
Our Lord. Annual AROY Conference. 

September 8. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. 
Patronal Feast of the Vatra Chapel, Nativity of the 
Virgin. Hiearchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with 
Bishop Irineu, assisted by a sobor of clergy. Memorial 
Service. Banquet. Evening: Detroit, MI. Our Lady of 
Lebanon Melkite Church. Gave presentation on “The 
Virgin Mary in the Feasts of the Orthodox Church” for 
the Detroit Orthodox-Catholic Dialogue. 

September 11-12. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. 
Saturday: Great Vespers. Reception. Sunday: Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Bishop Irineu. 
Banquet celebrating parish's 65" annivesary. 

September 13-14. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Monday: Vigil for Lifting of the Cross. 
Tuesday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

September 16. Washington, DC. Attended swear- 
ing-in ceremony for Ambassador to Slovenia, Thomas 
Robertson. 

September 17-18. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra 
Romaneasca. Preotese Retreat. 

September 18-19. Chicago, IL. St. Mary. Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy. Installation of Rev. Fr. George 
Ursache. Banquet. 

September 20. Detroit, MI. Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies — St. Andrew House. Board Meet- 
ing. 

September 25-26. Toronto, ON. St. George. Sat- 
urday: Great Vespers. Reception. Sunday: Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy. Banquet for parish’s 50" Anniversary. 

September 30 — October 5. Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK. 
Romanian Orthodox Deanery of Canada Centre. 
Deanery Annual Meetings. Sunday: Regina, SK. St. 
George Cathedral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
concelebrated with Bishop Irineu. 

October 6. Detroit, MI. Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies — St. Andrew House. Board Meet- 
ing. 

October 9-10. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter 
& Paul. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Bishop Irineu. 
Ordained Subdeacon Alin Stefan Macarie into the Holy 
Diaconate. Banquet for 75th Anniversary of the parish. 

October 14-16. Washington, DC. Congress of 
Romanian Americans (CORA) Annual Meeting. 

October 17. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon- 
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

October 18-21. South Canaan, PA. St. Tikhon’s 
Monastery. Holy Synod Autumn Meeting. 

October 22-28. Phoenix, AZ. St. John. Saturday: 
Orthodox Brotherhood USA Annual Conference. 
Evening: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. 

October 29-31. Chicago, IL. Orthodox Christian 
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Laity. Annual Meeting. Saturday: Great Vespers at 
Holy Trinity Cathedral (OCA). Sunday: Concelebrated 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy at Holy Trinity Cathedral 
with Metropolitan Theodosius and Archbishop Job. 

November 1. Detroit, MI. Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies — St. Andrew House. Board Meet- 
ing. 

Nate 3. Detroit, MI. Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies - St. Andrew House. Orthodox- 
Catholic Dialogue. 

November 5-7. Los Angeles, CA. Holy Trinity. 
Saturday: Vespers at site where new church to be 
built. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Ordination 
of Subdeacon Iosif Bena into the Holy Diaconate. Ban- 
quet celebrating parish’s 65" Anniversary. 

November 8-11. Alhambra, CA. Sacred Heart 
Retreat House. Episcopate Clergy Retreat. 

November 12. Tijuana, Mexico. St. Innocent Or- 
phanage/Project Mexico. Visit with diocesan clergy. 
Receipt of “Lifetime Friend of St. Innocent” Award. 

November 14. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

November 16. Detroit, MI. Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies — St. Andrew House. Practice for 
Nativity Concert. 

November 20-21. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Saturday: Vigil for feast of Presentation 
of Mother of God in the Temple. Sunday: Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy. 

November 28 — December 8. Visit to Orthodox 
Church in Russia. 

December 8-13. Visit to Orthodox Church in Fin- 
land. 

December 15. Detroit, MI. Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies — St. Andrew House. Board Meet- 
ing. 

December 19. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Evening: Center 
for Orthodox Christian Studies — St. Andrew House. 
Nativity Program and Honoring of Supporters & Board. 

December 24. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Hours. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Evening: 
Vigil for feast of Nativity of the Lord. 

December 25. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe- 
dral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy for feast of Nativity of 
the Lord. Reception. 

December 26. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

December 27. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

December 31 - January 2. Cleveland, OH. St. 
Mary Cathedral. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine Lit- 
urgy. Afternoon: Wedding of Oliviana Grama. Sun- 
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Wednesday: Vigil for feast of Theophany. 
Thursday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 9. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. 

Cont. on page 7 
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS PREPARE 35,000 
HEALTH Kits FOR TSUNAMI SURVIVORS 


Baltimore (IOCC), January 24, 2005 — A wave of 
caring is Sweeping across the country in the form of 
“Gift of the Heart” health kits being assembled for 
victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami. Orthodox Chris- 
tians young and old are assembling the health kits for 
eshipment to the tsunami-affected countries in response 
to an appeal by International Orthodox Christian Chari- 
ities (OCC). From national Church organizations to 
ithe smallest parish, thousands of kits are being made. 

The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, 
“which has 27,000 members, and the young adult min- 
istry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
'have both made the health kits a national project. 
“Our calling as Christians is to love one another and 
assist those in need,” said Georgia Skeadas, national 

president of the Ladies Philoptochos Society. “As- 
sembling these health kits is one way to demonstrate 
Christ’s love in a tangible way in the face of over- 
-~whelming need.” 

Young adult chapters throughout the U.S. will be 
assembling and collecting the health kits at various 
functions, social gatherings and parish events. Their 
goal is 5,000. “Just knowing that so many neighbors 
from across the globe are extending their hands, has to 
provide hope and comfort to the victims,” said Fr. 
Mark A. Leondis, national director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries for the Greek Archdiocese. 

The health and school kits are being assembled by 
Orthodox Christians for the “Gift of the Heart” pro- 
gram of Church World Service, a longtime partner of 
IOCC. The kits are then sent to the Church of the 
Brethren Service Center Annex in New Windsor, Md., 
a warehouse facility where they are prepared for ship- 
ment overseas. Loretta Wolf, director of Service Min- 
istries for the Church of the Brethren General Board, 
said the number of IOCC-generated health kits arriv- 
ing at the warehouse has increased considerably over 
the past few weeks. 

Many of them are coming from Orthodox parishes 
across the country. Martha Tausche, a member of St. 
George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral in Wichita, 
Kan., is overseeing the assembly of 500 kits — an 
effort that she says quickly “outgrew my dining room.” 
“I just couldn’t comprehend the thought of waking up 
in a place and not having the simple things that give 
a human life dignity,” said Ms. Tausche, whose son, 
Jonah, is part Asian. “I just wanted to do something.” 
Ms. Tausche got stores to donate all the items for the 
health kits and is getting help from the cathedral’s 
Community Support Team to assemble the kits. “This 
little kit is going to have a real impact in the real 
world. Christ is alive in the little things we do for 
others,” she said. 

Baltimore’s Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the An- 


nunciation has set a goal to assemble 1,000 kits. Dur- 
ing arecent children’s sermon, Fr. Constantine Moralis, 
cathedral dean, invited nine children up front to help 
him display and assemble the nine items that make up 
a health kit. The demonstration made an impact. Al- 
ready, hundreds of the kits fill the cathedral’s halls. 
Families, friends and religious classes also are assem- 
bling the kits. 

At Annunciation Orthodox School in Houston, el- 
ementary and middle-school students are doing their 
part to assemble the kits. Head of School Mark H. 
Kelly sent a letter to all parents asking them to partici- 
pate in the effort. “The kids like the idea of being 
involved,” Kelly said, “and the student councils are 
taking a leadership role.” Kelly estimates that the 
school will be able to generate more than 500 kits. 
That number is likely to grow to 1,500 with the com- 
bined efforts of Orthodox Christians in Houston, said 
Martha Stefanidakis, president of Philoptochos for 
the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver. 

“This outpouring of support from across the coun- 
try will make a meaningful difference in the lives of 
thousands of tsunami survivors who are lacking in 
common necessities,” said IOCC Executive Director 
Constantine M. Triantafilou. “It’s one of the most 
effective ways that we can help the victims of such a 
devastating disaster.” 

To learn more about the health kit initiative, 
please visit www.iocc.org/healthkits. To learn how 
to pack a “Gift of the Heart” school kit, please visit 
www.iocc.org/schoolkits. 

Donations for IOCC’s “Asia Disaster Response” 
may be sent to IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore, 
MD 21263-0225. Donations may also be made online 
at www.iocc.org/tsunami or by calling toll-free 1- 
877-803-4622. 


Hierarchal Schedule 


Cont. from page 6 

Attended Hierarchal Divine Liturgy celebrated by Bishop 
Irineu. Parastas for Bishop Irineu’s mother and grand- 
mother. 

January 13. Detroit, MI. Center for Orthodox 
Christian Studies — St. Andrew House. Orthodox- 
Catholic Dialogue. 

January 14-16. Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine 
& Helen. Friday: Vigil. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. Ordination of Deacon David Wey to the Holy 
Priesthood. Banquet. Evening: Great Vespers. Sun- 
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 23. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon- 
astery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 
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ARE THERE 
UNCLEAN SPIRITS? 


But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come 
out of him!” - Mark 1:25 

PONDER THIS QUESTION: Have you ever thought 
about the unclean spirits that inhabit us, that dwell 
inside in dirty corners, that take us over and lead us 
where we do not want to go? Is the spirit of greed 
gnarling our fingers so we can no longer open our 
hands to give? Is the spirit of lust corroding our rela- 
tionships? Is the spirit of envy eating away at the joy 
of life? Is the spirit of despair grinding us down? 

Being a battlefield is not much fun, so it is not 
surprising that we try for a “separate peace.” We try 
to domesticate the unclean spirits, to feel at ease with 
them, to regard them as normal. 

St. Paul understood that the answer to unclean spir- 
its was not to make peace with them, to enjoy them, 
but to meet them with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
Love. He also understood that love cannot be bought 
in a can and sprayed on as though it were a fungus 
meditation. God’s Love is a gift, accepted through 
Faith. 

The unclean spirits know all this. Knowledge 1s, in 
fact, their strength. They try to make us think facts 
can replace Faith. God, however, makes it impossible 
for anyone to prove — through knowledge — the way 
of Faith. If the Love of God could be put into a 
formula, shown through factual knowledge to be real- 
ity, it would no longer be love. Love does not force 
itself. One always has a choice about love. God, be- 
cause of His Love for us, protects us from the tyranny 
of knowledge and preserves our choice. 

The man in the synagogue had knowledge, and he 
tried to use it to put Jesus off. “I know Who You are. 
You are the Holy One of God” (St. Mark 1:24). He 
was probably thinking, “There. That ought to flatter 
Him and get Him to think about Himself so He will 
leave me alone.” Jesus, however, would have none of 
that game. He would take none of the praise of un- 
clean spirits. “Be silent, and come out,” He said (St. 
Mark 1:25). “Don’t try that knowledge bit on Me.” 

We get so used to having unclean spirits around, 
within us and without, that we are surprised when 
someone with authority comes along and throws them 
out. Notice how amazed the people in the synagogue 
were. That is another reason unclean spirits have so 
much power; we assume they are there to stay, so we 
just accept them. We are limited by our expectations. 

There is no cleansing from the unclean spirits as 
long as we domesticate them, or deal with them through 
facts rather than Faith, or assume there is nothing that 
can be done about them, or fear the process of cleans- 
ing more than we fear the unclean spirits themselves. 
To be cleansed, we must admit who we are — persons 
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who are possessed by unclean spirits. 

It is after we confess our uncleanness that we can 
be cleansed by the power of God in Christ. That is the 
symbol of Baptism. Water cleanses. When we are 
washed by the Spirit of Christ, the unclean spirits are 
washed away. The unclean spirits recognize Christ. 
They know they are in danger when Christ is present. 
“Have you come to destroy us?” they cried out through 
the man in the synagogue (St. Mark 1:24). That, of 
course, is why they work so hard to keep people 
satisfied with a little knowledge about Jesus instead 
of a profound Faith in Christ. God is not willing to 
share a person with the little spirits, and so they will 
do anything to keep a hold on us, including encourag- 
ing us to maintain a Faith in Christ that is only half- 
hearted. They tell us that is being “practical” and 
“realistic”. 

Having many lords fragments a person so that he or 
she is no longer a whole individual. We are divided up 
by the categories of family life and sex life, spiritual 
life and work life. Each one of our “lives” has a 
different “lord.” We rarely know of which our many 
selves is in charge. When we are in the One Lord, 
through Whom everything for us exists, we are made 
whole. 

Yes, we are possessed by unclean spirits. They are 
the little lords of our many little lives. We are washed 
clean and made one by existing in the One True Lord, 
Jesus Christ, Who is the door through which we come 
home to live in the household of God, where we 
belong. Finally, we are washed clean and brought 
under the single lordship of Christ for a definite pur- 
pose — to be stronger brothers and sisters in the 
household of God. 

In this matter of weaker and stronger brothers, St. 
Paul was speaking of eating meat that had been of- 
fered to idols. That is not a current issue. There are 
still idols, however — sex, money, power, drugs — 
and they demand offerings that are the better part of 
ourselves. St. Paul reminds us that in regard to any 
offering to any idol, it is better to give up our own 
liberty than to cause a weaker brother or sister to 
stumble. For instance, we may be able to drink with 
no problems at all. If, however, our Christian brother 
or sister has a drinking problem, it is better for us to 
give up drinking then to let our drinking serve as 
temptation to the person with the problem. 

That is a difficult word for us to hear. In our age, 
the focus is very much on the individual rights. The 
norm of society is: as long as I am not directly inter- 
fering in someone else’s life, “I have a right to do 
whatever I wish. Christians, however, are called to do 
more than reflect the current social norm.” In Romans 
12:2, St. Paul says: “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect. Our Lord has 
expressly said that He is in the weaker brother or 

Cont. on page 9 
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AUXILIARY BISHOP 
SCHEDULE 


September 4. Houston, TX. St. Andrew Mission. 
Visit. 

September 5. Houston, TX. St. Mary Magdalene 
Mission. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Blessing of cor- 
aerstone for new church. Banquet. 

September 8. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. 
tierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Arch- 
oishop Nathaniel. Memorial Service. Banquet. 

September 11-12. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. 
Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Di- 
vine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel. 
“Memorial service. Banquet. 

September 14. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra 
Romaneasca. Akathist of the Cross. 

September 17-18. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra 
Romaneasca. Preotese Retreat. Saturday: Great Ves- 
pers in presence of Archbishop Nathaniel. 

September 18-19. Chicago, IL. St. Mary. Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop 
Nathaniel. Evening: Interview at Romanian Festival. 

September 25-26. Toronto, ON. St. George. Sat- 
urday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel. 
Banquet for 50th Anniversary of Parish. 

September 30 — October 5. Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK. 
Romanian Orthodox Deanery of Canada Centre. 
Deanery Annual Meetings. Sunday: Regina, SK. St. 
George Cathedral. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
concelebrated with Archbishop Nathaniel. 

October 9-10. Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter 
& Paul. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Blessed 
Alin Stefan Macarie as Reader and Subdeacon. Hier- 
archal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop 
Nathaniel. Banquet for 75th Anniversary of the par- 
ish. 

October 14-16. Washington, DC. Congress of 
Romanian Americans (CORA) Annual Meeting. 

October 17. Elkins Park, PA. Descent of Holy 
Spirit. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

October 18-21. South Canaan, PA. St. Tikhon’s 
Monastery. Holy Synod Autumn Meeting. 

October 24. New York, NY. St. Dumitru. Hierar- 
chal Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 65th Anniversary of 
the Parish. 

October 30-31. Hollywood, FL. Holy Cross. Sat- 
urday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. 

November 6-7. Palm Springs, CA. Sts. Michael 
& Gabriel. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hier- 
archal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. 

November 8. Anaheim, CA. St. Mary. Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy. 
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November 8-11. Alhambra, CA. Sacred Heart 
Retreat House. Episcopate Clergy Retreat. 

November 13. Sacramento, CA. Sts. Michael & 
Gabriel. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

November 13-14. Hayward, CA. Holy Resurrec- 
tion. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 40th Anniversary of Par- 
ish, 

November 20-21. Denver, CO. St. John. Satur- 
day: Great Vespers. Sunday: Blessing of the corner- 
stone for the new church, followed by Hierarchal Divine 
Liturgy. Banquet. 

November 26 — December 9. Romania. Funeral of 
Bishop Irineu’s Grandmother Amalia and Mother 
Aurelia. 

December 12. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monas- 
tery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

December 19. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra 
Romaneasca. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

December 24 — January 2. Montreal, QC. An- 
nunciation (Bunavestire). December 25, 26, 27: Hi- 
erarchal Divine Liturgy. Dec. 27 evening: Meeting 
with clergy from the area. December 29: Akathist 
followed by meeting with the Parish Council. January 
1, 2: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 7. Detroit, MI. Ascension Monastery. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

January 9. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Parastas (40 day) for Bishop 
Irineu’s mother and grandmother. 


Are There Unclean Spirits? 


Cont. from page 8 

sister. “In that you have done it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, you have done it unto me” (St. 
Matthew 25:31-46). We are released from the tyranny 
of the unclean spirits not only so we can be free in and 
by ourselves, but so we can use that freedom on behalf 
of our brothers and sisters who are still under the sway 
of unclean spirits. 

Yes, the unclean spirits are at work, but as we come 
under the Lordship of Christ, they lose their power. 
We are made whole, so there is only one person within 
us, under the one Lordship of Christ. There is no room 
left for the unclean spirits. Then we are freed to be 
stronger brothers and sisters. It is not a magical pro- 
cess. The unclean spirits are very dirty and very strong. 
They cling tenaciously to every foothold. But Christ 
promises to cleanse us if we are willing to trust Him. 
Now that is good news! — F.J. 

From “All ‘Saints Herald” of All Saints Greek 
Orthodox Church, Toronto, Ontario. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Life after Death, 
by Metropolitan Hierotheos, 1995 


Reading Life after Death deepened my understand- 
ing of the relationship between our struggles to live a 
pure virtuous life in Christ now and our hope to be with 
Christ in the life eternal. In the introduction, Metro- 
politan HIEROTHEOS writes: 

The Church, which is the risen Body of Christ, 
is the place where we experience His triumphal 
victory over death and where we share, as a fore- 
taste, the Kingdom of God. It is the prayer of all 
of us that we live in the church exactly as Christ 
wishes, Who is its Head, so that we may attain 
experiences of eternal life. In that case there will 
be no need for analyses and logical understanding 

of these eschatological topics. We shall be living 

a diachronic eschatology!! 

As a repentant sinner, I miss the mark of living in 
the church exactly as Christ wishes, striving in faith 
yet falling short of the goal. Therefore, the analytical 
framework of this book serves as a compass to the lost. 
It clarifies the significance of wrong turns taken in the 
past. And it reorients us towards the Kingdom of God, 
the destination to which we aspire. Finally, it under- 
scores the ultimate importance of our current choices 
as our next step along the way. 

Within the cultural context of contemporary society, 
the ever-sliding scale of moral relativism replaces the 
absolute norms of Orthodox imperatives such as good 
and evil, right and wrong, true and false. In stark con- 
trast, this book teaches that at the Last Judgment, Christ 
will call each person to account for our actions. The 
wicked shall be condemned eternally to Hell. The righ- 
teous shall live eternally in Paradise. Christ is Judge. 
Whereas, the false ruling principle of popular culture 
seems to be: “If it feels Good; Do It!” The Last 
Judgment is inconceivable to those who judge their 
own actions solely according to their fleeting passion- 
ate impulses. 

Against this background of confusion, Metropolitan 
HIEROTHEOS explains clearly how God illuminates 
with love the righteous and condemns to punishment 
the wicked. The uncreated grace of God is constant. 
However, this unchanged energy of God is experi- 
enced differently according to the varying spiritual 
condition of those who receive it. “The righteous will 
share the illuminative and deifying energy, while the 
sinners and unpurified will experience the caustic and 
punishing energy of God.” Exemplifying the point, 
the Metropolitan refers to the Holy Mysteries: “Holy 
Communion works according to the condition of the 
person. If he is impure, it burns him, if he is struggling 
to be purified or is deified, then it works in accordance 
with that”. Thus, God's love comes to all, but the way 
we experience Divine grace is determined by our spiri- 


tual condition. This spiritual condition is shaped by our 
choices made during our earthly life. Now is the time 
for repentance. During this life we have the opportu- 
nity to choose how we will spend eternity. Christ will 
judge; the choice is ours. 

Metropolitan HIEROTHEOS’s book confirms my 
choice to become Orthodox. In 1993, I buried my five- 
year-old parishioner Jeanine Roppel. Also, I was at the 
bedside of my beloved 103-year-old maternal grand- 
mother for the parting of her soul and body. Conse- 
quently, I became intensely aware of my own mortal- 
ity. About this time, I read the life of St. Silouan the 
Athonite (+1938). I was astounded by the action of the 
uncreated Divine energy upon the soul of this modern 
saint. St. Silouan’s life was a wonderful example of 
repentance. I reflected upon my life. I was powerless to 
change my past. However, I could respond to the call 
to repentance. The choice was mine. So, in 1994, I 
became an Orthodox Christian. 

Many of the members of our parish are newcomers 
from Romania to Canada who courageously confront 
the challenges of their new surroundings. Like them, 
my journey involved leaving the familiar and adjusting 
to the contours and customs of my adopted home. 
While my passport and citizenship did not change, I 
traveled as a spiritual immigrant from a distant land to 
the Holy Orthodox Church. Metropolitan HIEROTHEOS 
describes beautifully the essence of my new spiritual 
home: 

. the Church is a Hospital and Sanitorium 
which cures man. It is also the most basic work of 
the priests. With this perspective one can give 
one’s attention to other tasks as well. For in- 
stance, the priest can interest himself in the most 
general problems of the people. In philanthropy 
and charity and so forth, but the main thing is to 
cure man.!Y 
Regarding curing man, Metropolitan HIEROTHEOS 

writes: 

Purification, according to the holy Fathers, takes 
place mainly in man’s heart and nous. The nous is 
the ruling part of the soul, through which the 
person has participation and communion with God. 
Darkening of the ruling part is called alienation; 
not that the person is separated from God, but 
that he does not participate. Through the fall of 
man and his sin the nous has been darkened and 
become identified with reason, the passions and 
the surrounding world. Now purification of the 
nous is necessary.” 

Now, I understand better that my reorientation as an 
Orthodox Christian towards the Kingdom of God in- 
volves the purification of my heart and nous, the ruling 
part of my soul. For the Orthodox Christian, the King- 
dom of God is not simply to be passively awaited for 
in the future at the close of history. Rather, the King- 
dom of God breaks into the present, providing a fore- 
taste of future promise through our participation and 
communion with God. Through our participation in 
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"this energy ot grace while living in the Church: 

we must be cured by all means which it has, the 
sacraments and ascesis, by the method which it 
employs, so that even now, but especially then at 
the Second Coming of Christ, the grace of God 
may have an illuminating and saving effect, not a 
punishing one."! 

Thus, when we enter the church to participate in the 
Divine Liturgy and receive the Holy Mysteries, we are 
not simply going to a building to “attend a service”. In 
reality, we are experiencing a foretaste of the Kingdom 
of God. 

With a foretaste of the Kingdom of God at stake, 
could our choices, in our day to day life be anymore 
significant? Metropolitan HIEROTHEOS explains, “The 
term ‘diachronic eschatology’ means that in the Ortho- 
dox Tradition the last things are not simply the future 
ones; that is to say they are not connected exclusively 
with time, but with a way of life. Thus eschatology is 
past, present and future at the same time.” The Trans- 
figuration of Our Lord Jesus Christ on Mount Tabor 
supports the truth of this statement. According to Mat- 
thew 17:2-8: 

[Jesus Christ] was transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as 
white as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them, talking with Him. Then Peter 
answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 
to be here; if You wish, let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for You, one tor Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” While he was still speaking, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” And 
when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces 
and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and touched 
them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” When 
they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but 
Jesus only. 

Another example of the shining of the uncreated 
light occurred as Saint Seraphim of Sarov (+1833) 
talked with N.A. Motovilov about the true aim of the 
Christian life being the acquisition of the Holy Spirit of 
God. Near the end of their conversation Motovilov 
records: 

I glanced at his face and there came over me an 
even greater reverent awe. Imagine in the center 
of the sun, in the dazzling light of its midday rays, 
the face of a man talking to you. You see the 
movement of his lips and the changing expression 
of his eyes, you hear his voice, you feel someone 
holding your shoulders; yet you do not see his 
hands, you do not even see yourself or his figure, 
but only a blinding light spreading far around for 
several yards and illuminating with its glaring 
sheen both the snow-blanket which covered the 
forest glade, and the snowflakes which besprinkled 
me and the great Elder." 

Yet, amid the trials and temptations of this life, 
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these great mountain top experiences of the energy of 
uncreated Divine Grace are not permanent, even for 
saints. For example, as a novice in church, Saint Silouan 
beheld the living Christ while the saint’s whole being 
was filled with the fire of the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
But Saint Silouan lost this powerful grace. Afterwards, 
he spent many years in severe monastic struggles to 
reacquire it. So it is that Saint Silouan writes, “O Lord, 
grant me Thy spirit of humility that I lose not Thy 
grace again, and weep for it as Adam wept for paradise 
and for God.* Such awe-inspiring experiences of grace 
far exceed my understanding. Once again, Metropoli- 
tan HIEROTHEOS writes: 

It seems, then, that what is called the Kingdom 
of God is the mutual interchange between Christ 
and the believer. Christ will dwell within the righ- 
teous person, He will glorify him, and the glori- 
fied person will be illuminated, being in commun- 
ion with the divine and uncreated Light.™! 

This passage describes theosis clearly. But confronted 
by such a profound mystery, my response is, “Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot 
attain it” (Psalm 139:6). Therefore, with the father of 
the possessed child, I cry out: “Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief!’ (Mark 9:24). 

Life after Death addresses deep and complex issues 
of faith. Wrestling with the scope and content of this 
work, I trust that my ministry as an Orthodox Christian 
Educator will be enriched. Given my place on the path 
of repentance, I close with these words from a letter 
written by Father John of Valamo (+1958): 

You have been reading the books of the Holy 
Fathers and cannot understand them, and now you 
are confused. There is such a thing as reason; you 
should use it and adapt yourself to the conditions 
of life. There are three grades in the spiritual life: 
beginners, intermediates and the perfect. Realize 
you are a beginner, yet you are trying to slip into 
the intermediates and the perfect. Be content, try 
to keep God in mind and the Lord will help you.”*" 

Subdeacon David Brown 

St. Mary, Calgary 
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FROM THE PIZZA 
SHOP TO THE ALTAR 


by Very Rev. John Abdallah 


RECENTLY, I WENT TO A PIZZA SHOP TO 
visit a parishioner whose mother had died in Syria. 
Because of the burial customs of the Middle East, and 
difficulty getting to Syria in a hurry, my parishioner 
was unable to get back to Syria for the funeral. When 
I arrived at the pizza shop, I was introduced to an old 
man who spoke no English. My parishioner explained 
to him that I was the priest from our Church. The old 
man looked at me a bit puzzled because I wore no 
cassock, and had a very abbreviated beard. He then 
crossed himself, embraced me and cried. Through the 
translation by his daughter-in-law, he greeted me in a 
way that will be etched in my memory forever: “God 
has come to console me in the hour of my grief.” This 
widower was visiting America when his dear wife 
died, and he too had no way to go home to Syria for 
the funeral. My visit to the pizza shop was as close as 
he had come to connecting to the Church and express- 
ing his grief over the loss of his beloved wife. 

Twenty minutes of eating pizza with this family 
balanced out countless hours of parish council meet- 
ings, dreaded office work and the grumbling of pa- 
rishioners dissatisfied with the level of service that 
they receive. Ordained into Christ’s ministry, I brought 
God’s consolation to a grieving man who couldn’t 
even understand a word I spoke. My eloquence or lack 
thereof didn’t matter, for God had visited and con- 
soled this believer, and he did it through me. 

The priest lives among God’s people to reveal God’s 
love and place in our lives. He prays with us, brings 
the sacraments to us, teaches us and consoles us. 
Although often demanding, this vocation is without 
parallel. The priest witnesses God’s work in people’s 
lives. He witnesses God healing, forgiving sins, bringing 
babies into the world and calling people home to His 
kingdom. The priest is there for all of the major changes 
in the lives of God’s people. He watches the power of 
Pentecost in action when estranged family members 
reconcile before him. He witnesses God freeing pa- 
rishioners from their addictions, and participates in 
their restoration to God. He comes to know the hearts 
of real people in intimate and wondrous ways. 

I freely admit that there are legitimate reasons why 
mothers cringe at the idea of their sons entering into 
Christ’s ministry and why fathers tremble at the thought 
of their daughters marrying men who have chosen 
vocations within the Church. The family of the priest 
is in a proverbial “fish bowl,” where people watch 
their every move as if for entertainment. Children of 
clergy are expected to behave in exemplary ways. 
People are often unreasonable in their expectations of 
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the priest and his wife, and sometimes transfer their 
angers and frustrations onto them. Some are jealous of 
whatever the priest or his family does or has. Others 
work overtime to keep the priest down, and begrudge 
his family the comforts of this modern time. Such 
actions are hurtful, but are not enough to dissuade us 
from the work and rewards of this unique life, minis- 
try in the body of Christ. 

Parishioners would do well to make an effort to 
reverence the clergy who bring Christ to them, and to 
reverence one another. If in the Church we could 
show genuine respect for each other, we would go far 
in building up the Church as the body of Christ as well 
as better serving each other. This is, after all, why we 
gather as Church, and why some enter into Christ's 
ordained ministry. Before we fall prey to the tempta- 
tion to “spar” with each other, God’s clergy and people 
alike must consider the effect of such expressions of 
disrespect on the children and on non-Orthodox who 
are seeking Christ and the fullness of His Church! 

The life of a priest is as rewarding as that of the 
physicians in our Church, for the priest witnesses God 
healing people. It is as satisfying as that of the educa- 
tors, because he watches as the light of understanding 
goes on in the minds of the children and adults that he 
instructs. It is as gratifying as the counselor’s, for he 
witnesses people enriching their personal lives and 
marriages as they come to deeper understanding and 
gain insight. The life of a priest is as gratifying as that 
of parents, as he shares in a healthy pride and sense of 
accomplishment at each of the successes of the chil- 
dren of the parish. 

Not everyone appreciates the life and sacrifices of 
the priest, just as not everyone appreciates the work of 
the physicians, educators, counselors and parents. But 
the gifts from God offered to and through the priest 
and the priest’s family are beyond measure. The qual- 
ity of life for our clergy is better than it has ever been, 
and getting better every day. People are becoming 
more sensitive to the needs of clergy and their fami- 
lies, as well as growing in appreciation for how God 
is active in their lives and Church communities. I 
encourage anyone who feels a call from God to His 
service to pursue that vocation, and I encourage par- 
ents and teachers to support those who are consider- 
ing answering the Master’s call. 

Reprinted from the May 2001 issue of The Word, a 
publication of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America. 


/ Hy 
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PARISH REGISTER 


MINER AI RER ESR TS BBS SITY e TE E 1 NT RO OR DOOR 


BAPTISMS 


Bias, Brandon Julien, son of Adrian & Laura I. Bias, 
Hallandale, FL. Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL. Godparents: 
Dorin & Liubita Nemes. 

Blaj, Denissa loana, daughter of Alin & Cristina C. Blaj, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Petru 
Alin and Anamaria Costina. 

Bocsan, Julia Marina, daughter of Marian G. & Monica M. 
Bocsan, Chicago, IL. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 
Godparents: Balint & Lavinia Kihss. 

Boicu, Andrea, daughter of Mihai & Cristina E.C. Boicu, 
Burke, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Vic- 
tor & Delia Velculescu. 

Botis, Gregory, son of Grigore & Laura A. Botis, Silver 
Spring, MD. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparent: Nadia 
Toma. 

Boulean, Ana Maria, daughter of Dumitru & Luminita S. 
Boulean, Montreal, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. God- 
parents: Cezar & Juliana Narea. 

Boyd, Solomon Allen, son of Bradley & Willow U. Boyd, 
Moncton, NB. St. George, Winnipeg, MB. Godparents: 
Jack C., Lori and Theodora Ungurian. 

Butnaru, Bianca Alexandra, daughter of Fanica & Vica J. 
Butnaru, Darien, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
ents: Adel Moldovan and Veronica Raceala. 

Buzgan, Melina Marta, daughter of Vlad & Olga Buzgan, 
Sterling Heights, MI. St. Nicholas, Troy, MI. Godparents: 
Anton F. & Paula E. Gruian. 

Caran, Adriana, daughter of Vasa & Anita C. Caran, Phila- 
delphia, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. 
Godparents: Costel & Maria Mateiuc. 

Ciobu, David Adrian, son of Adrian & Firuta I. Ciobu, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: George 
& Lavinia Oancea. 

Cojocaru, Maria Emma, daughter of Catalin & Florentina 
C. Cojocaru, Medford, NJ. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins 
Park, PA. Godparents: Ionel Ene, Nicoleta M. Gudasz and 
Sorin Lorant. 

Condurat, Elisabeth Claire, daughter of Felix & Antoaneta 
M. Condurat, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Dan & Raluca Lazar. 

Dehelean, Edward Michael, son of Eduard & Diana E. 
Dehelean, Willowbrook, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. God- 
parents: George & Tina Barac. 

Dugaesescu, Natalie Louise, daughter of Lucian R. & Carla 
D.T. Dugaesescu, Palatine, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Daniel & Camelia Ionescu. 

Dusa, Maria Nicole, daughter of Daniel M. & Cristina C.R. 
Dusa, Manassas, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. God- 
parents: Gabriel & Gabriela Terente. 

Frumuselu, Stephan Valentin, son of Bogdan E. & Vasilica 
I. Frumuselu, Southampton, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, 
Elkins Park, PA. Godparents: Victor & Floarea Gutica. 

Gargarita, Florin Lucas, son of Florin & Janelle Gargarita, 
Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. God- 
parents: Robert & Nicoleta Biacovsichi. 

Gutu, Alexandra Briana, daughter of Ion & luliana (CY. 
Gutu, Westland, MI. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. 
Godparents: Titus & Monica Gruitia. 
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Hibbard, Emma Darlene Lucille, daughter of William & 


Jennifer D. Hibbard, Winnipeg, MB. St. George, Winnipeg, 
MB. Godparents: Kathryn Daviduk and David Wigston. 
Hidan, Jason Alexander, son of Marila Grigore & Claudia 
Hidan, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 

Adrian & Claudia Alesi. 

Ilie, Cristian Michael, son of Cristian C. & Maria M.B. Ilie, 
Willowgrove, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. 
Godparents: George Stan & Ruxandra I. Dima. 

Jianu, Adela Mihaela, daughter of Victor & Liliana L. Jianu, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Doru 
& Gabriela Dobrogeanu. 

Jons, Alexandru Joshua, son of Stephen & Luiza A. Jons, 
Douglasville, GA. St. Stephen the Great, Clearwater, FL. 
Godparent: Bogdan Grinov. 

Kachur, Karis Paige Paula, daughter of Jarrett & Michelle 
D. Kachur, Freeland, MI. St. George, Winnipeg, MB. 
Godparent: Stacey Johnson. 

Kisereu, Adrian Nathaniel, son of Tiberius & Tamara Kisereu, 
St. Charles, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: John & 
Cecilia Maiogan. 

Klysh, Ashton Reese Thaddeus, son of William & Sara 
Klysh, Winnipeg, MB. St. George, Winnipeg, MB. God- 
parents: Myron Klysh and Maria Pawlyshyn. 

Lammers, Anthony Sebastian, son of Timothy A. Lammers 
& Alexandra A. Lammers-Constantin, Fayetteville, NC. 
Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. Godparents: Radu & 
Camelia Botezatu. 

LaPere, John Anthony, son of Anthony J. & Marianne D. 
LaPere, Howell, MI. St. Raphael, Detroit, MI. Godparent: 
Nancy Satmary. 

Liciu, Richard Nicholas, son of Irinel & Loredana F. Liciu, 
Montreal, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: 
Mihai & Mihaela Heroiu. 

Lipai, Lucas Anthony, son of Florin & Laura H. Lipai, 
Montreal, QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: 
Ionut Ciobanu and Adriana Nichifor. 

Lohan, Michael Romeo, son of Vasile & Liliana B. Lohan, 
Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Gavriil 
& Georgeta Costina. 

MacLellan, Danielle Josephine, daughter of Timothy & 
Colleen I. MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB. St. George, Winnipeg, 
MB. Godparents: Dennis & Sylvia Ptashnik. 

Marincas, Adrian Gabriel, son of Vasile & Georgeta V. 
Marincas, Niles, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godpar- 
ent: Ana Maria Deheleanu. 

MeMorris, Brooke Tafesse, daughter of Bruce & Beza 
McMorris, Banning, CA. St. George, Regina, SK. Godpar- 
ent: Azeb Worku. 

Mihailescu, Alexander, son of Alexandru & Rodica G. 
Mihailescu, Glen Ellyn, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Irina Florentina & Constanta Barbulea. 

Minut, Andrei Luca, son of Bogdan & Mirabela A.M. Minut, 
Muncie, IN. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: 
Silviu & Aurelia Minut. 

Moldovean, Eric Alexander, son of Vladimir & Mihaela A. 
Moldovean, Tampa, FL. St. Stephen the Great, Clearwater, 
FL. Godparents: Gabriel Stancescu and Claudia Moldovan. 

Cont. on page 14 
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ORTHODOX SEE HOPE FOR REFORM IN 
WorLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


By Clive Leviev-Sawyer 


Sofia, Bulgaria, 17 January (Ecumenical News In- 
ternational) — A meeting of leaders of Orthodox 
churches that are members of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) has taken a positive view of propos- 
als to reform WCC worship and decision-making pro- 
cedures to accommodate concerns of Orthodox 
churches. 

The proposals were drawn up by a special commis- 
sion set up by the council in the late 1990s to deal 
with Orthodox concerns that the Geneva-based WCC 
was too dominated by Protestant theology and deci- 
sion-making styles. 

“We affirm without reservation the work and rec- 
ommendations of the Special Commission, its report 
in all its aspects,” said a statement issued on Monday 
after a 10-17 January meeting on the Greek island of 
Rhodes. It was attended by more than 50 Orthodox 
church leaders and theologians, as well as participants 
from other WCC member churches. 

The WCC’s churches include all mainstream tradi- 
tions, Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox, with the 
exception of the Roman Catholic Church, which co- 
operates with the council by serving on some of its 
committees. Orthodox churches have said, however, 
their views are diminished by the WCC’s mainly- 
Protestant majority. Matters came to a head in 1998 
when the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and the Geor- 
gian Orthodox Church left the WCC. 

The special commission recommended the intro- 
duction of a consensus procedure for decision-mak- 
ing, and proposed changing terms used in connection 
with inter-church services to take account of Ortho- 
dox concerns. 

“We have every confidence that these recommen- 
dations bear great promise for the whole fellowship, 
as long as they are given a real chance to work,” the 
Rhodes meeting said, noting they might help the Ro- 
man Catholic Church to join the WCC. 

There are 22 Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Ortho- 
dox churches among the WCC’s 342 members. Still, 
the Orthodox churches together have almost as many 
members as all the other WCC churches combined. 

The statement represents a key response ahead of 
the WCC’s ninth seven-year assembly, to be held in 
Brazil in February 2006. The assembly is the WCC’s 
highest decision-making body, and a gathering of 
Orthodox churches is traditionally held prior to each 
assembly. 

The introduction of consensus decision-making 
would offer the WCC a way to create an atmosphere 
of openness, trust, and humility, “where the views of 
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all churches will be encouraged and listened to with 
respect”, participants at the Orthodox meeting in Greece 
said. 

“We trust that the change to consensus will en- 
hance the potential of the Council to find its true 
prophetic voice, and may offer a model that invites to 
the Council churches of that vast Christian constitu- 
ency not yet members of the Council (including the 
Roman Catholic Church),” they noted. 
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Oancia, Alysa Ana Maria, daughter of Manuel & Adriana 
M. Oancia, Madison Heights, MI. St. Nicholas, Troy, MI. 
Godparents: Dorin Inocentiu & Maria Stefania Dredetean. 

Parasca, Sophia, daughter of Dorin & Argentina V. Parasca, 
Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Adrian 
Parasca and Mariana Istvan. 

Petrina, Lara Claudia, daughter of Mircea & Simona F.O. 
Petrina, Royal Oak, MI. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, 
MI. Godparents: Gheorghe & Elaine Marinescu. 

Petrut, Jamie, daughter of lonel A. & Ana Z.B. Petrut, Flat 
Rock, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. God- 
parents: Dan & Ramona Florea. 

Selejan, Izabela Marie, daughter of Daniel O. & Lavinia 
M.P. Selejan, Arlington Heights, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, 
IL. Godparents: George & Ester Cuvinean. 

Stroescu, Nicole, daughter of Marius & Anca M. Stroescu, 
Richmond Heights, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, 
OH. Godparents: Dr. Mark & Simona Davis. 

Strugariu, Diana Maria, daughter of Claudiu & Romona H. 
Strugariu, Mt. Prospect, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Manuel & Alina Martinez. 

Tashe, Nolan Jacob, son of Norman & Natalie M. Tashe, 
Edmonton, AB. St. George, Winnipeg, MB. Godparents: 
Paul Laroque and Angela Rowan. 

Toth, Andrei William, son of Gabor A. & Mariana C.C. 
Toth, Philadelphia, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins 
Park, PA. Godparents: Radu & Rachel Chebeleu. 

Wolyniec, Matthew John, son of Jeffrey & Linda C. Wolyniec, 
Winnipeg, MB. St. George, Winnipeg, MB. Godparent: 
Amanda Lussier. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Bond, Levon Arthur, Winnipeg, MB. St. George, Winnipeg, 
MB. Rev. Fr. Mirone Klysh. 

Colaianni, Helen Marie, Canton, OH. St. George, Canton, 
OH. Rev. Fr. George Treff. 

Colaianni, Victor Joseph, Canton, OH. St. George, Canton, 
OH. Rev. Fr. George Treff. 

Hibbard, William Peter James, Winnipeg, MB. St. George, 
Winnipeg, MB. Rev. Fr. Mirone Klysh. 

Pacuraru, Anthony Francis, Jenkintown, PA. Descent of 
Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. Rev. Fr. Adrian Grigoras. 
Ungurian, Mary, Winnipeg, MB. St. George, Winnipeg, MB. 

Rev. Fr. Mirone Klysh. 


Cont. on page 15 
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BLESSING THE 
HOMES OF THE 
HOMELESS 


(under the Dundas Street Bridge) 
By Oksana Sushko 


Friday, January 14, 2005, Toronto, Canada 

A 4 x 10 foot concrete space under the Dundas 
Street bridge, covered by a sheet of bright blue tarp, is 
what Tom calls home. My friend Jeannie noticed the 
conspicuous colour peeking out from under the con- 
crete as she walked home on a particularly cold Janu- 
ary day. 

Jeannie is a long-time volunteer at St. John the 
Compassionate Mission in South Riverdale, where over 
2000 meals are shared with needy people every month. 

To Fr. Roberto Ubertino, an Orthodox priest and the 
Executive Director of St. John’s, Tom’s home is as 
important as another parishioner’s Rosedale mansion. 
Every January, during the Feast of Theophany (the 
Baptism of Jesus Christ in the River Jordan), Ortho- 
dox priests visit each parishioner’s home, ‘baptising’ 
it and its residents with holy water. Tom is a ‘parish- 
ioner’ of St. John’s Mission, where he often visits to 
have a meal and a hot cup of coffee, or to pick up some 
dry gloves and socks. This afternoon, Jeannie took me 
and Fr. Roberto, together with hot coffee and socks, to 
Tom. 

The concrete ledge under the blue tarp, padded with 
a few sleeping bags, has been Tom’s home for about 
seven months. His previous home (the kind with four 
walls and a ceiling) was demolished by real estate 
developers, and he hasn’t been able to secure another 
one since. He lost his ID, so he can’t apply for social 
assistance or housing or receive any health care until 
it has been replaced. This, as those of us who have had 
ID replaced know, can take several weeks or more. In 
the meantime, Tom’s pneumonia isn’t getting any better. 

Dave, who sometimes shares space with Tom under 
the bridge, says he doesn’t know how Tom has sur- 
vived there this long. Two nights before Christmas, 
when temperatures plummeted, Dave decided to go to 
a local shelter. He felt he would freeze if he stayed 
outside all night. But because his shoes had got wet 
earlier that day, his frozen feet wouldn’t carry him 
back up the steep icy hill which is the only access to 
Tom’s place from Dundas Street. Dave is on a two- 
year waiting list for subsidized housing. He can’t go 
back to work as a furniture mover, because the com- 
pany won’t employ a person with no fixed address. 
Dave often visits St. John’s Mission for a hot meal and 
some friendly conversation. 

Mike, another acquaintance of Tom’s, just got out 
of jail. He will also share sous-bridge space with his 


SOLIA JANUARY 2005 


friends until he ‘gets back on his feet”. Who knows 
how long that will take? 

Mike bears such a striking resemblance to the actor 
Nicholas Cage that for a moment, I could have sworn 
I was a character in a movie, in a made-up script of 
events that we were merely acting out on this very 
crisp January day. Perhaps I had this sensation, be- 
cause the actual realities of Tom and Dave and Mike 
are so difficult to grasp. These men are but a few of the 
many people in our city whose home is cold, concrete, 
and ceiling-less. It does not, however, negate the well- 
known saying, “Home is where the heart is”. The 
hearts that live in these homes are beating just as 
loudly as those in homes with doors and windows. The 
reality under the bridge is no movie set. It’s a living, 
breathing truth that doesn’t come equipped with hot- 
buttered popcorn or a channel changer. 

Tom quietly held a thin beeswax taper while we 
prayed for God’s blessings on his home, and Fr. Roberto 
vigorously sprinkled holy water on each inner “wall”, 
and then onto the tarp outside. I saw in Tom’s eyes a 
depth of understanding that did not require him to ask 
why we had come. When we thanked him for welcom- 
ing us, he replied, “Well, I’m always coming to your 
home. Now you've been to mine.” 

Only fair, I would say. We must visit again soon. 

Oksana Sushko is the Lay Pastoral Worker at St. 
John the Compassionate Mission, Toronto, Canada, 
which is under the omophorion of His Eminence, 
Metropolitan NICHOLAS (American Carpatho-Rus- 
sian Orthodox Diocese of the USA). The Very Rev. 
Roberto Ubertino is the founder and pastor of this „ 
vital ministry to the poor. This article appears on 
www.acrod.org. 
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MARRIAGES 


Beca, Florin and Carolina Sidonia Pop, Skokie, IL. St. 
Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Iulius & Manuela Turian. 

Bledea, Mihai and Mirela Rodica Valeanu, Vernon Hills, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Ioan & Vica 
Chirita. 

Bojer, Veorel and Mihaela Maria Matei, Hallandale, FL. 
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL. Godparents: Stanciu & Bar- 
bara Motorojescu. 

Castreje, Raul Omar and Georgeta Tia Pop, Saint Leonard, 
QC. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Jerpelea 
Tiberiu and Gabriela Pop. 

Chera, Ioan and Eleonora Anca Marza, Detroit, MI. St. 
Nicholas, Troy, MI. Godparents: loan & Iuliana Pozderea. 

Ciuciu, Paul Gabriel and Dorina Porumb, Philadelphia, 
PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA. Godparents: 
Miron & Viorica Ciuciu. 

Petrutiu, Razvan and Monica Delia Groza, Chicago, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Raul Costin & 
Bianca Mangrau. 

Strugariu, Claudiu and Romana Han, Mt. Prospect, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Manuel & Alina 


Martinez. 
Cont. on page 16 
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REA aR E 00 E, 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
LNT AH ES ES 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 
Rev Fr Catalin & Psa Nicole Mitescu, 


(CJAcE DORU CIA ot ce aaa tsetse oe ea aere $375.00 
Robert A Mitchell, Detroit, MI... $250.00 
Audrey Huston, Michigan Center, MI................. $200.00 
PRTIOINV IOUS iets ysc et oaia ela dada ana $100.00 
John T Bogdan, Glenside, PA ....0.0.......ccscsecssespeees $100.00 
Lavinia & Daniel Cozmin-Morris, 

We sila pe C) Hy ae tice tte ces rats e vaza ae vanes $100.00 
Dr/M Ion Petrea, West Haven, CT ........ cecene. $100.00 
Dumitru & Valentina Bodiu, Dearborn Hts, MI.. $50.00 
Elizabeth Galbincea, Cleveland, OH ..................... $50.00 
Adrian Herlea SE OUSLOD IP $50.00 
Dani Miclea Chandler, AZ ae Pra a at aa ata $50.00 
Narcis & Violeta Stoica, Buena Park, CA ............ $50.00 
M/M Octavian Bertea, Warren, OH .................... $35.00 
M/M George Chirca, Ridgewood, NY... $30.00 
Helen V Bugariu, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI........ $25.00 
Helen Powell, Teaticket, MA....... ceea nec $10.00 


GENERAL DONATIONS 
Holy Cross, Ladies Auxiliary, Hermitage, PA ... $500.00 
(Ladies Auxiliary Sunday) 


George & Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA .......... $100.00 
(Christmas) 
Rev Fr & Psa John Limbeson, 
ASU n N NR CON wt af ASPRA taci ral cea At $100.00 
(Christmas) 
Fred & Patrica Klus, Wixom, MI... $25.00 
Dita Sandru, Southiiel GM Ieee. eee $25.00 
Iuliana Campean, Grosse Pointe Park, MI............ $20.00 


M/M Constantin Fetelea, Dearborn, MI 
(Christmas) 


MEMORIAM 
Sts Mary & Martha Sisterhood, 
indiana OMS. UN GSS «ach e 900 căci aa ak tan aa $50.00 
(IMO Aurelia Nicola & Amalia Fleseriu) 
Rev Fr & Psa John Limbeson, 
WAU aR ALIS pe CVA 27 sean ata ca i dap ae cena E $25.00 


(Bishop Irineu’s Grandmother Amalia & Mother Aurelia) - 


Zamfira Posteuca, Wilmette, IL... $20.00 
(IMO Vasile Posteuca) 


EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENTS (DUES) 


Sts Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY ... $4,860.00 
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Merrillville, IN .... $4,620.00 


Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH ...........::e0 $4,500.00 
St George, Winnipeg, MB..........cc:sseseseseeseeeenes $4,080.00 
St Nicholas, Troy, MIE. $4,000.00 
St Mary, Calgary, AB. 25.2: vous cacssectee te eene== $3,850.00 
St Raphael, Detroit IMI... e ee gi ee eee $3,600.00 
St Elias, Ellwood City, PA. ......... moca eee coecacaea $3,240.00 
St Thomas; Si Louis, MOWws net n ete es $2,700.00 
Holy Cross, San Jose, CA ......cecseccrseeceteesternesss $2,640.00 
St Joseph, Hazletomy BAI 00 eters $2,460.00 
St John; Phoenix: AZ teem. n e aaa BRA ae $2,410.00 
St:Anne; Pomona), CAm asain ep i e $2,200.00 
St Nicholas, Regina $ Kr so) 522 hee tape ee $2,160.00 
Sts Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN...... $2,101.00 
St. Mary, Portland. (OD gcse ee ae $2,050.00 
Holy Trinity, New Westminster, BC................. $1,650.00 
Annunciation, Grand Rapids, MI... $1,440.00 
St, Johii, Woonsocket ah tee: eae $1,000.00 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH... nenea $100.00 


(IMO Aurelia Nicola & Amalia Fleseriu) 
St John Ladies Auxiliary, Woonsocket, RI......... $100.00 


DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS ASSESSMENTS 


Holy Hierarchs, Bellevue, WA ................:0000000+ $4,920.00 
St Mary Magdalena, Houston, TX.................... $1,000.00 
St Stephen, Clearwater, PL aaa $1,000.00 
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Orlando, FL ................... $800.00 
Si Andrew, Brooksville hee nsec e $720.00 
St Mary, Watertown,’ MA ciao e ceda a tati $575.00 
HIERARCHS TRAVEL FUND 
Canadian Deanery, Regina, SK .............:.csscceeeees $771.40 
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FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Barsan, Vasile, 77. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

Candea, Sylvia O., 91. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Caran, Jelena, 68. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

Cergau, Vasilica, 79. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren, MI. 
Chiolak, Celia, 89. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Colaianni, Helen M., 72. St. George, Canton, OH. 
Costea, Ann, 93. Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA. 

Dragomir, Mary, 83. St. George, Canton, OH. 


St Mary Cathedral, Cleveland Ol et $25,700.00 Fonta, Alexandre, 82. St. Nicholas, Montreal QC 

Sts Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts, MI ............... $20,000.00 Forsea, Charles, 81. St. George, Canton. OH. | 

St George Cathedral, Southfield, MI ............. $16,680.00 Ganescu, George, 60. Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL. 

St Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT ........-cscessssssssessnsee $15,000.00 Lazar, Adrian, 29. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

St Mary, Falls Church, VA uu... $12,060.00 Maier, Maria, 42. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA... $12,060.00 Moga, Sophia, 90. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. 
St Dumitru, New York, NY „near $11,340.00 Neagu, Irina, 83. St. Nicholas, Montreal, QC. 

Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL „nau $10,000.00 |  Postovar, Ann, 90. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. 
Presentation of Our Lord, Fairlawn, OH ........ $8,700.00 poe eT thi ve E eta d ul Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Holy Cross, Hollywood, FL u...c.scssscesesseeseeeseeens $6,960.00 Ree acne Alo etide te (CV En 
StiMary; St Pauls MIN ty eee $6,600.00 Suvi oon i ee ee 

Holy Resurrection, Hayward, CA... $6,420.00 Tipa, Mihai, 80. St. George Cathudea "Soxttienh MI 
Stiviary, Elmhucst, NY se e e $5,400.00 Trocea, Susana, 69. Descent of Holy Spirit, Warren: MI. 
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CUVÂNT DE SUFLET 


lanuarie 2005 


Cu această duhovnicească adresare (ianuarie 2005) 
am ajuns să numărăm 2 ani de când ne întâlnim prin 
mijlocirea cuvântului scris, fiind a 24-a lună desemnată 
spre a vă adresa “Cuvânt de suflet”. Mă adresez aşadar 
din nou, dumneavoastră, tuturor celor ce faceţi parte 
din Episcopia ortodoxă română a Bisericii Ortodoxe 
în America. Am început această preocupare dintr-o 
necesitate stringentă; trebuia să ajung la dumneavoastră 
cât mai repede spre a-mi împlini ascultarea ce mi s-a 
încredinţat, aceea de a purta de grijă îndeosebi de 
Parohiile şi Misiunile vorbitoare de limba română, ce 
fac parte din Eparhia noastră, iar cea mai rapidă 
modalitate găsită a fost de a vă trimite înainte gândurile 
pe calea “Soliei” lunare, urmând ca, mai apoi, să 
ajung şi să vă întâlnesc, adresându-vă acest cuvânt 
faţă către faţă (adică aşa cum s-au petrecut şi se petrec 
lucrurile în Biserica Ortodoxă din vremea Apostolului 
Pavel). 

Aşadar, împlinind doi ani de mărturii scrise, am 
ajuns şi să vă întâlnesc bisericile şi chiar căminele 
dumneavoastră şi să comunic cu dumneavoastră 
privindu-vă în ochi (aceste minunate ferestre ale 
sufletelor dumneavoastră minunate). 

Tinând seama de acestea, vine vremea, ca în mod 
firesc, să-mi retrag aceşti “mesageri” periodici, spre a 
mă găsi periodic, din nou, alături de dumneavoastră, 
la slujirile bisericilor parohiale, în duminici sau 
sărbători, oferindu-vă din căldura iubirii mele părinteşti 
ce vă port întotdeauna. 

Doresc să revin în mijlocul dumneavoastră şi prin 
aceleaşi “cuvinte de suflet” îndeosebi la momentul de 
excepţie, când avem nevoie de mai multe aduceri 
aminte, spre a ne putea folosi mai înălţător în progresul 
nostru duhovnicesc şi spiritual, cum de altfel o voi 
face şi în acest moment al lui ianuarie 2005, adică la 
vreme de începuturi (începem un nou an pământesc, 
dar şi o nouă perioadă duhovnicească). 

Aşadar, suntem la început de an calendaristic, ianuarie 
având în zi de întâi şi “întâlnire” programată cu Anul 
cel Nou, deci “La multi, mulţi ani !’’, şi mai ales, ceea 
ce ne înalţă îndeosebi din punct de vedere spiritual, 
este Praznicul măreț şi tainic al Epifaniei (Arătării) 
Domnului la apa Iordanului. 

Pentru “Anul Nou” avem tradiţia moştenită de la 
strămoşii romani; ei sărbătoreau începutul de an ca o 
schimbare de la vechi la nou sau, după Janus cel cu 
două fete, preschimbarea prin întinerire (redobandire 
de puteri dătătoare de speranţe pentru corectarea celor 
ce au ostenit forțele bunei vietuiri). Dar, prin întreţinerea 
valorilor strămoşeşti, suntem puşi în legătură şi cu 
Izvorul divin, Cel ce dă posibilitatea înnoirii (întineririi 
duhovniceşti), cât şi puterea necesară de a preschimba 
fiecare început, dintr-o revenire la locul pierdut, intr- 
o înălţare de la cele dobândite la altele mai înalte şi 
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astfel să devenim (de acum, din cele pământeşti aflători) 
vieţuitori ai împărăției veşnice a Dumnezeului Celui 
veşnic. 

Inceputul s-a făcut, cum preabine cunoaştem, la 
râul lordan, prin mijlocirea alesului prooroc Ioan, 
înaintemergătorului Domnului. Ni se desluşeşte în 
Sinaxarul Bobotezei că însuşi Cuvântul, îmbrăcându- 
se în vechiul Adam şi plinind toate ale legii, a venit şi 
la marele prooroc loan, ca să se boteze, care îl oprea 
zicând către dânsul: “Mie-mi trebuieşte să mă botez 
de la tine şi tu vii la mine?”. Însă, dacă a auzit pre 
Domnul, zicând: “Lasă acum” Si a cunoscut că Botezul 
este plinirea a toată dreptatea, a lăsat. Si îndată s-a 
botezat Hristos şi toată firea apelor a sfinţit şi toate 
păcatele oamenilor în repejunile Iordanului cufundându- 
le, a înnoit pre omul care era învechit în păcate, redându- 
i împărăţia cerurilor. 

Celor care ar putea vorbi (şi chiar au făcut-o) 
împotriva acestei posibile şi necesare înnoiri 
duhovniceşti, însuşi Dumnezeul cel Unul mărturisit 
de întreaga suflare omenească, a venit să aducă 
subliniere prin revelaţie zicând: “lată Cine sunt Eu; 
Dumnezeul cel adevărat, pentru a crede şi lucra spre 
înnoirea voastră cea spirituală! Căci Epifania (Arătare) 
tainică a fost la Iordan aşa cum mărturiseşte Biserica: 
“In Iordan botezandu-te tu Doamne, închinarea Treimii 
s-a arătat, că glasul Părintelui a mărturisit tie, Fiu 
iubit pre tine numindu-te şi, Duhul în chip de porumb, 
a adeverit întărirea Cuvântului, Cel ce te-ai arătat, 
Hristoase Dumnezeule, şi lumea ai luminat, slavă tie!” 

Această Taină, a existenţei Unui singur Dumnezeu 
după Fiinţă, dar Care este întreit ca Persoane, s-a 
rânduit să se descopere omului dintru începuturi. În 
vremea veche (înainte de Hristos) s-a arătat mai voalat, 
ca de exemplu: la stejarul lui Mamvri, Avraam vorbeşte 
cu “Cineva”, Unul adresându-l-se la plural, înțelegând 
mai multe Persoane (vezi Facere XVIII, 1 şi 
următoarele); cel mai limpede a fost la Iordan, apoi pe 
Tabor şi-n celelalte revelații spre Sfinţii învăţători 
(Părinţi) ai Bisericii lui Hristos. Si astfel s-a ajuns la 
formularea Mărturisirii noastre de credinţă (Crezul), 
care trebuie ţinută la suflet cu tărie, deoarece în această 
mărturisire a noastră ne stă mântuirea sufletească! 
Aşadar: La început de an calendaristic (2005), ni se 
cere o mărturisire atât în cuvânt (Crezul) cât şi prin 
faptă (înnoire sufletească). Să nu lăsăm să se “dilueze” 
acest mesaj prin procupările cele lumeşti. Desigur, 
toate se împlinesc la vremea lor, cu folos pentru această 
lume şi, îndeosebi, pentru lumea veşniciei fericite. Să 
dăm şi noi “Cezarului, ce este a Cezarului”, dar şi “lui 
Dumnezeu, cele ce sunt ale Lui”; să cinstim zilele 
acestei lumi pământeşti multumind lui Dumnezeu ca 
ni le-a dăruit şi astfel, sfintindu-le. lar ca o cinstire 
mai deosebită pentru zilele Epifaniei (Bobotezei), 
adăugând rugăciunile şi cântarile pe care Biserica ni 
le oferă să le folosim spre înduhovnicire. Să zicem 
încă o dată, împreună cu Gherman, cuviosul patriarh 
făcător de imne: “Cela ce îmbracă Cerul cu nori, cu 
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RETRAGEREA SPIRITUALĂ A PREOȚILOR 
ORTODOCŞI ROMÂNI AI EPISCOPIEI 
ROEA (2004) 


Pentru cel de al doilea an al retragerii spirituale a 
preoţilor ortodocşi români din USA şi Canada, ce 
aparţin Episcopiei ROEA, dela Vatra Românească din 
Michigan, a fost ales drept loc de reculegere şi meditaţie 
Mânăstirea Catolică “Sacred Heart”, din Alhambra, 
CA. 

Timp de 4 zile (8-11 noiembrie, 2004), 45 de preoţi, 
conduşi de cei 2 Ierarhi ai Episcopiei, IPS Sa 
Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel, şi PS Sa Episcopul Irineu, 
au petrecut zile de adevărată trăire spirituală, şi au 
participat la conferinţe teologice de înalta ţinută 
academică. 

În fiecare zi, dimineaţa şi seara, am participat la 
sfintele slujbe divine, în Capelă, iar în ultima zi, însuşi 
IPS Sa Arhiepiscopul Nathaniel a liturghisit; clericii 
s-au spovedit; au avut timp de reculegere şi meditaţie 
personală, etc. 

Conferinţele prezentate au avut tematici variate: 

Preotul/Duhovnic, Preoţie in America, în vremurile 
de astăzi; chestiuni practice legate de pastorația ortodoxă 
în vremurile noastre. Pastoraţie creştină în mediul 
contemporan al legiuirilor în vigoare: relatia/conduita 
dintre preot-credincios, în scaunul spovedaniei; 
clerici/corp profesoral şi studenţii participanţi la lecţiile 
de religie în şcolile parohiale, etc.(PS Sa Episcopul 
Irineu, moderator); 

Chestiuni contemporane, care afectează influenţa 
Bisericii în viaţa cotidiană a credincioşilor vremurilor 
noastre, mai ales generaţia tânără: morala publică 
“permisibilă” într-o societatea secularizată, vis-j-vis 
de morala creştină; relaţia Biserica-societate; probleme 
de bioetică şi etică creştină; poziţia Bisericii fata de 
contraceptie, inseminare artificială, homosexualitatea, 
clonare, droguri, cremare, sinucidere, secularism şi 
globalizare; Biserica, mass-media şi educaţie seculară; 


etc. (discuţii colective purtate în urma celor 2 prezentări 


făcute de către Pr. Dr. Michel Najim, Rectorul 
Catedralei Antiohiane Sf. Nicolae, din Los Angeles); 
Intoarcerea la trăirea învățăturilor patristice de către 
credinciosul ortodox, Taina Spovedaniei, rugăciunile 
particulare şi publice (în Biserică), Trăire Euharistică, 
etc., sunt adevăratul tratament terapeutic (suplimentate 
de tratament medical, psihologi şi psihiatri creştini, 
de preferinţă ortodocşi), şi un răspuns fără echivoc la 
majoritatea problemelor de conduită cotidiană a 
credincioşilor zilelor noastre (discuţii colective); 
Tineretul şi Biserica (cu referinţă specială la tineretul 
din parohiile noastre, şi organizatia AROY), a constituit 
o tematică, dezbătută cu mult interes, de clericii 
participanţi, urmare a prezentărilor făcute de Pr. David 
Subu, şi teologul Dan Hoarste, preşedintele AROY: 
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Discuţii şi elucidări privind istoria Episcopiei 
Ortodoxe Române din America, mai ales în timpul 
Episcopului Policarp, folosindu-se drept material de 
discuţii recent-publicata carte a părintelui Remus 
Grama, “POLICARP MORUSCA, Primul episcop al 
românilor din America. Scrisori din captivitate. 
Tragedia despărțirii bisericeşti a românilor din America” 


Administraţie în parohii, cunoaşterea Episcopiei, a 
Constituţiei şi Regulamentelor Episcopiei, Articolele 
de Incorporare a parohiilor, etc (prezentare făcută de 
părintele Anton Frunză), a constituit de asemenea un 
punct de interes, mai ales pentru preoţii nou-veniţi in 
Episcopie. 

Desfăşurată sub egida Departamentului de Educaţie 
ROEA (Fr. Dr. lan Pac-Urar, coordonator general), 
retragerea spirituală a preotimii ROEA 2004 s-a bucurat 
de un adevărat succes. 

Un album fotografic poate fi găsit la adresa: 
(http://roea.us). 

Pr. Constantin Alecse 

(Articol preluat din revista ''Viaţa Creştină” ) 


Cuvânt de Suflet 


Cont. de la pag. 17 
apele Iordanului se îmbracă astăzi şi cu a mea curăţire 
se curăţeşte, Cela ce ridică păcatul lumii. Şi de Duhul 
cel de o fiinţă de sus se mărturiseşte, Fiul Unul Născut 
a fi al Tatălui celui de sus. Către carele să strigăm: 
Cela ce te-ai arătat şi ne-ai mântuit pre noi, Hristoase, 
Dumnezeul nostru, slavă ţie”. 

+IRINEU 
Episcop Vicar. 
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RECENZIE 


loan Barbu, SUB CERUL ITALIEI. 
Ortodoxia Românească şi cauza ecumenică, 
Ed. Antim Ivireanul, Ram. Vâlcea, 2004, pp 578 


Scriitorul, istoricul şi publicistul IOAN BARBU, 
Directorul <<Curierului de Valcea>> - primul cotidian 
independent din România după 1989- încheie, cu 
volumul de fata, ciclul «Lumină Nouă»> dedicat 
Bisericilor ortodoxe româneşti din afara graniţelor; 
Primul, Soarele Ortodoxiei. Pentru o unitatea a diasporei 
româneşti prin Biserica Ortodoxă şi lerarhii ei. 
Germania şi Austria, Rm. Vâlcea 1997; Al doilea, Vatra 
Românească sub trei Episcopi, Rm Vâlcea, 1999; Al 
treilea, Franţa Ortodoxă, Rm. Vâlcea, 2001; Al patrulea, 
O floare cu 21 de petale. Ungaria, Rm. Vâlcea, 2002; 
şi al cincilea, cel prezent, dedicat Italiei. 

Introducerea la volumul de faţă este scrisă de Prof. 
Univ. Dr. George Lăzărescu, cunoscutul italienist, care 
afirma între altele: «Scriitorul loan Barbu a consfințit 
o uimitoare realitate complexă, creată de o unică eternă 
capitală — Roma — aceasta constituind încă de la 
captivantele ei origini, o prezenţă binecuvântată 
miraculos, atât de zeii mitologiei «păgâne»», cât mai 
ales de Sfinţii şi Părinţii credinţei creştine... Totul se 
vrea o mărturisire de credinţă ortodoxă, dar nu izolat 
pe un anumit spaţiu, cel oriental, ci desfăşurat pe un 
pământ, cel italian, pe care se concepe o unire acum, 
în timpurile noastre, a celor două mari religii, ortodoxă 
şi catolică, adevăr constatat direct prin locurile prin 
care a umblat, ca un adevărat apostol, acest mesager 
pasionat al ambelor civilizaţii, cea română şi cea 
romano-italiană ...>>. (p.5-6) 

Lucrarea se vrea o reuşită sinteză între prezentarea 
monumentelor de artă antice sau creştine, din cele mai 
de seamă oraşe ale însoritei Italiei, unde s-au stabilit 
după 1989 peste 250 mii români, şi prezentarea detaliată 
a celor 37 de comunităţi ortodoxe române din Italia — 
întemeiere, dificultăţi, realizări, perspective — prin 
interviuri cu preoţii care le păstoresc. Extraordinara 
răspândire a acestor comunităţi se datoreşte deosebitei 
activităţi pastorale a IPS Arhiepiscop Iosif al 
Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Române pentru Europa 
Occidentală, cu sediul la Paris, indreptatind speranţa 
transformării Vicariatului Ortodox Român din Italia 
într-o Episcopie. 

Volumul cuprinde şase mari capitole. 

Nedesmintita Gintă Latină (p. 11-86) prezintă primul 
contact al autorului cu Cetatea Eternă, monumentele 
sale — în special Columna — cu fascinata ipoteză a unei 
cercetătoare franceze că în cel putin două metope de 
pe Columna lui Traian poate fi identificat chipul 
Mântuitorului Hristos — statuile şi muzeele Romei, 
etc. Se opreşte apoi, în subcapitolul «De la Roma la 
români»» la corespondenţa lui Gheroghe şincai şi Petru 
Maior cu Congregația «De Propaganda Fide» din 
care rezultă efortul corifeilor şcolii Ardelene pentru 
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promovarea limbii şi literaturii române. În subcapitolul 
«Roma credinţei lui Dumnezeu» Dl. Barbu descrie 
cele mai importante bazilici şi biserici din Roma. 
Face apoi istoricul Academiei di Romania, de la Vasile 
Pârvan şi Nicolae Iorga până la Marian Papahagi, 
expoziţia de grafică a lui Dan Cioca, conferințele 
despre mănăstirile din Bucovina, arta lirică românescă 
în Italia şi personalităţile ilustre româneşti care au 
activat pe pământ italian, mai ales prezenţa la Siena a 
lui George Enescu, etc. 


Liturghii în Cetatea Eternă (p. 89-166) prezintă 
parohiile ortodoxe române din Roma, mai ales 
încercările din 1941 prin numirea Părintelui Tilea care 
nu a ajuns la Roma datorită războiului, încercările din 
1982, care au fost încoronate de succes în 1994, 
prezentând interviuri cu preoţii: Arhim Dr. Juvenalie 
Ionascu, Constantin Balaucă, Nicu Voina şi Dumitru 
Simut. Urmează istoricul parohiilor din apropierea 
Romei, Ostia — Pr. Ghe. Militaru, Tivoli — Pr. Nicu 
Florea şi Viterbo — Pr. Ghe. Ionascu. 


Fenomenul emigrației şi globalizarea mondială (p. 
169-198) este dedicat parohiei din Ladispoli, istorie şi 
interesant interviu cu Preotul Bogdan Petre despre 
emigrația română în Italia. 


Sub stele sudice (p. 199-254) descrie situaţia 
parohiilor din sudul Italiei. Autorul pleacă de la 
prezentarea vieţii Sf. Nicolae din Bari pentru a ajunge 
la prezentarea parohiei din Bari, creată în 1984 de 
Preotul Dr Mihai Driga, precum şi cea din Napoli în 
2002. Se opreşte la cazul Nicolae Bălcescu mort la 
Palermo în 1852 şi întreţine un interesant dialog cu 
scriitoul vâlcean Doru Moţoc depre speranţa de a 
regăsi resturile pământeşti ale marelui Bălcescu şi a le 
readuce în ţară. 


Ancona - privire spre Est (p. 253-296) ilustrează 
apariţia şi dezvoltarea parohiilor din Ancona din1998, 
Preot Ion Tolba, Pezaro, apoi cea din Recanati, oraşul 
lui Leopardi, înfrățit cu Blajul, unde a fost inaugurată 
o statuie a lui Eminescu în 2002, urmate de un interesant 
interviu cu Părintele Tolba. 


Milano — Scaunul lui Dumnezeu (p. 229-440) prezintă 
parohiile din nordul Italiei plecând de la prima, cea 
din Milano, înfințată de Părintele Traian Valdman în 
1975, urmată de prezentarea vizitei ecumenice în 
România a delegaţiei catolice conduse de Arhiepiscopul 
de Genova, şi de prezentarea bisericilor din Verona 
2002 - Preot Gabor Condrea, Torino 1979 — Preot 
Gheorge Vasilescu, Milano II — Preot Lucian Roşu, 
Genova 2000 — Preot Constantin Filip, cu filialele 
Asti şi San. Damiano. Sunt prezentate apoi parohiile 
din Padova - Preot Gheorghe Verzea; Florenţa - Preot 
Dr. Petre Coman, Bologna — Preot Ioan Râmboi, Cuneo 
— Preot Marius Floricu, Brescia — Preot Gheorge Timis, 
Venetia — Preot Matei Avram, Trento — Preot I. 
Lăpuştean, Udine — Preot Sorin Deac, Terni — Preot 
Vasile Andreica şi Pordenone — Preot Octavian 
Schinteie. 

Cont. la pag. 20 
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Recenzie 


Cont. de la pag. 19 

Uniti sub semnul Evangheliei lui Hristos (p. 441- 
488) este dedicat relaţiilor ecumenice dintre Biserica 
Catolică Italiana şi Biserica Ortodoxă Română, cu 
prezentarea primei mari întâlniri de la Prato din 1992, 
urmată de articolul ambasadorului României la Vatican, 
Dr. Mihai Dobre intitulat Romania- Vatican, punte de 
aur între Bisericile Creştine Surori” 

Este prezentată apoi vizita Papei în România din 7- 
9 mai 1999 — prima vizită a Suveranului Pontif intr-o 
ţară ortodoxă, urmată de un interesant interviu cu 
Monseniorul Anton Lucaci, şeful secţiei româneşti la 
Radio Vatican, profesorul de limbă română al papei. 

În continuare este prezentat exilul temerarilor 
studenţi teologi Gheorghe Picu şi Linu Dragu Popian, 
început în 1975, ambii deveniți preoţi catolici, despre 
care autorul scrie că «s-au oprit la Roma, la Institutul 
Potifical Oriental (dăruit românilor greco-catolici de 
către Papa Pius al XI — lea în 1932) unde, din 1948, nu 
a mai călcat picior de student român, instituţia fiind 
<<concesionata>> indienilor. Astazi, dupa 1990 ea a 
<<revenit>»> românilor. (p.476). Cu voia autorului trebuie 
sa fac o rectificare. Papa Pius al XI-lea a dăruit 
românilor greco-catolici Colegiul «Pio Romeno»> de 
pe Gianicolo, nicidecum Institutul Pontifical Oriental 
unde studiau majoritatea studenţilor greco-catolici şi 
apoi ortodocsi, şi unde mi-am făcut şi eu studiile de 
doctorat, obţinând licenţa în 1969 şi doctoratul în 
LOW 

Diplomatii, apostoli ai unei misiuni divine (p. 491- 
518) înregistrează convorbiri interesante cu patru 
diplomaţi romani la Roma, Dl. Ing. Cristian Colteanu, 
Ambasadorul României în Italia, DI. Dr. Cornel Visoiu, 
consul general, Dna. Lia-Maria Andreita, consilier 
diplomatic şi DI. George Bologan, ataşat pentru afaceri. 

Postfata (p 519-520) intitulată” Fresca a prezenţei 
româneşti în Italia” este semnată de Prof. Mircea Sfârlea, 
de la Secretariatul de Stat pentru Culte. 

Punct final (p. 521-527) aduce mărturia autorului 
despre dificultăţile şi satisfactiile periplului pentru 
realizarea celor cinci volume, scriind textual: <<de 
data asta pun punct final. Şi n-o mai iau de la capăt. 
li mulțumesc Bunului Dumnezeu că mi-a dat sănătate 
şi putere să pot călători pe două continente şi să scriu 
peste 1,600 de pagini tipărite despre Biserica Ortodoxă 
europeană şi americană de origine română, formată în 
ultimii 100-150 de ani, că de altfel întreaga diasporă 
română, subiect neabordat până la noi, sau abordat 
sporadic în timp... Voi pune deoparte condeiul... cu 
sentimentul că în măsura puterilor mele am onorat o 
decizie de român şi de creştin pe care am resimtit-o ca 
pe o arzătoare poruncă a sufletului de-a lungul a zece 
ani de trudă şi de căutări. De la mine mai puţin, de la 
Dumnezeu mai mult.>» loan Barbu 

Scriitorul vâlcean Ion Andreiţă se întreabă în «Fi- 
nal de călătorie»> dacă prietenul loan Barbu nu va 
reveni asupra deciziei de punct final. 


Lucrarea se încheie cu 32 imagini color, mărturie 
vie a prezenţei ortodoxe româneşti în Italie. 

Volumul «Sub cerul Italiei>> al scriitorului Ioan 
Barbu reprezintă o carte document despre marele muzeu 
sub cerul liber care este Italia şi mai ales despre prezenţa 
ortodoxă românească stabilită aici printr-o lucrare 
misionară deosebită de tineri preoţi ortodocşi români 
care, după 1990 şi-au completat studiile la universităţi 
catolice. 

Realizat în condiţii grafice deosebite, volumul, sunt 
sigur că va face onoare oricărei biblioteci româneşti. 

Despre autor, exigentul Arhiepiscop Bartolomeu 
Anania al Clujului scria: «loan Barbu este un apreciat 
scriitor şi publicist. Masivele sale volume din ciclul 
Lumină Nouă îl prezintă drept unul din cei mai 
importanţi reporteri şi scriitori ai Ortodoxiei 
contemporane şi ai civilizaţiei noastre.»>>, afirmaţie la 
care subscriem şi noi din toată inima. 

Nelu Barbu, în numele iubitorilor de istorie şi 
ortodoxie românească, iti mulţumim! 

Pr. Prof. Dr. Cezar Vasiliu 


APEL PENTRU 
AJUTORAREA 
VICTIMELOR DIN ASIA 


Grass Lake, MI [Sediul Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române 
din America] — Urmare a tragicului dezastru natural 
care s-a abătut asupra Asiei de Sud, IPS Arhiepiscop 
NATHANIEL îndeamnă parohiile, clerul şi pe 
credincioşii Episcopiei să facă tot ce le stă în putere 
spre a sprijini eforturile internaţionale umanitare din 
acea zonă. “Acest gen de tragedii, de obicei, aduc 
împreună omenirea, indiferent de credinţă sau sistem 
politic, în compasiunea şi grija pentru bolnavi şi 
suferinzi”, a afirmat IPS Sa. “Noi suntem, în mod 
special, alături de copiii care au rămas fără părinţi.” 

Acest al patrulea cutremur ca anvergură, înregistrat 
în istorie, a cauzat o viitură de valuri imense, care au 
produs distrugeri majore în aproape douăsprezece ţări, 
Sri Lanka, India, Indonesia, Tailanda, Bangladesh, 
Burma, Malaezia şi altele. Numărul victimelor este 
estimat la peste 150,000 de vieţi pierdute. 

IOCC (Agenţia Internaţională de Caritate Creştină 
Ortodoxă) se alătură Consiliului Ecumenic al Bisericilor 
(CEB) spre a răspunde prin expedierea urgentă de 
medicamente, produse necesare adăpostului victimelor 
şi alte ajutoare, care urmează a fi distribuite prin 
echipele trimise la fata locului de către CEB. 

Donatiile pentru “Asia Disaster Response” (Fondul 
de dezastru pentru ASIA) se pot trimite la IOCC, PO 
BOX 630225, Baltimore, MD 21263-0225. Cei 
interesaţi pot face donaţii, de asemenea, prin internet 
la www.iocc.org, sau prin telefon fără taxă la 1-877- 
803-IOCC (4622). 
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MINUNI ÎN ZILELE NOASTRE 


Un copil m'a întrebat de ce în vremea modernă nu 
se mai întâmplă minuni. Cartea doamnei Vasiliki Rallis 
“Karies - Colina Sfinţilor” (editura “Evanghelismos”, 
Bucuresti, 2004, traducere Ierom. Stefan Nutescu) ne 
demonstrează că minuni se întâmplă chiar sub ochii 
noştri, dar ne încăpăţânăm să nu le vedem şi este 
cazul cum Dumnezeu a trimis pe sfinţii Rafail, Nicolae 
şi Irina să ne ajute, începând de prin 1959 aceşti sfinţi 
revelându-se în istoria noastră. “Cei trei sfinți din 
Termis, scrie P.M. Sotirhos în cuvântul introductiv, 
pe care îi iubesc şi îi cinstesc din tot sufletul sunt, 
precum am spus mai înainte, un dar trimis de Dumnezeu 
în epoca noastră atât de stearpă, zbuciumată şi cufundată 
în întunericul necredintei şi nu există nici o umbră de 
îndoială în privinţa sfinteniei şi a puterii lor de a 
săvârşi minuni” . 

Prin 1922 turcii din Asia Mică au alungat populaţia 
de origine grecească. Multi au fost măcelăriți, iar 
supraviețuitorii înspăimântați s'au refugiat in Grecia. 
Şi acum să lăsăm pe Vasiliki Rallis să toarcă firul 
unei “poveşti” dureros de adevărată: “Cei care au 
reuşit să scape de sabia turcilor au venit în Lesvos ca 
nişte păsări speriate, cu semnul groazei şi deznădejdii 
întipărit pe feţele lor. Una din familiile cele mai distruse 
şi maltratate a fost şi a noastră.Pe tatăl meu l-au luat 
turcii prizonier, iar douăzeci şi opt dintre rudele noastre 
au fost junghiate într-o văgăună din afara localităţii 
Aghiazmati.” 

Acţiunea cărţii începe cu vreo şapte familii de 
refugiaţi care s'au adăpostit în casa părăsită a lui Arif 
effendi printre care era şi familia lui Vasiliki. Casa a 
fost părăsită pentru că era bântuită de ...“'stafii” şi 
anume un impunător călugăr care apărea cadelnitand 
sau slujind pe ruinele unei foste biserici de prin secolul 
al XIII-lea. Colina Karies se mai numea Colina 
Călugărului. Crezând că ar fi vorba de un impostor 
turcii lau pândit pe călugăr ca să-l prindă or să-l 
împuşte, dar călugărul dispărea de sub ochii lor intr’o 
lumină de foc. Printre familiile ce locuiau în casa 
părăsită a lui Arif effendi, o vecină i-a povestit lui 
Angheliki, mama lui Vasiliki Rallis ceva straniu. 
Bărbatul ei era plecat. Se făcuse târziu. La un moment 
dat uşa se deschide singură şi un călugăr intra 
cadelnitand casa, pe copiii care dormeau, pe femeia 
înmărmurită de frică apoi a dispărut. Angheliki se 
gândeşte dacă nu cumva turcii au omorât vreun preot 
în casa aceea. Noaptea a visat un preot mare la trup 
care i-a zis: “Angheliki, gândul care ţi-a venit este 
adevărat. Turcii m'au omorât, dar nu m'au îngropat în 
această casă. Va veni timpul când vei afla cine sunt, 
povestea vieţii mele şi unde sunt îngropat.” 

Înainte de acest episod Angheliki s'a dus unde erau 
zidurile fostei biserici şi se roagă Maicii Domnului să 
o ajute să scape de necazuri şi-i va rezidi biserica. In 
visul de noapte îi apare Maica Domnului care-i promite 
ajutorul şi i-a dat o hârtie care era actul de proprietate 
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zicându-i: “Angheliki, ia-o! Este actul pentru teren, 
căci este voia lui Dumnezeu ca acest teren să fie al 
tau. Să ţi se dea tie celei chinuite, dar cu atât de multă 
credinţă. la aminte la făgăduinţa pe care mi-ai făcut- 
0, aceea de a rezidi bisericuţa. Nu cumva să uiţi!” Nu 
după mult timp guvernul grecesc împroprietăreşte pe 
refugiații veniţi din Asia Mică, iar Angheliki primeşte 
Colina Karyes unde erau zidurile dărâmate ale fostei 
bisericuțe. Vasiliki se căsătoreşte şi soţul ei Anghel 
Rallis, un om foarte evlavios trece în faptă făgăduinţa 
făcută Maicii Domnului de către mama lui Vasiliki 
începând zidirea bisericutei. În vreme ce se curăța 
terenul se descopere un mormânt. Este chemat 
arheologul să precizeze despre ce este vorba. Spre 
surprinderea tuturor se dovedeşte că datează din epoca 
bizantină şi locul e declarat de o importanţă arheologică 
deosebită. Deşi proprietatea de pe Colina Karies 
aparţinea lui Anghel Rallis i se opreşte dreptul de a 
face noi săpături, în afară de cele privind zidirea 
bisericii. 

De aici începe dezvăluirea misterului. Vasiliki şi 
multe alte persone încep să viseze în acelaşi timp 
detalii istorice. La început s'au speriat temându-se să 
nu fie vise de la demoni. Credincioşii şi episcopul 
local au trecut prin multe încercări până când s'a 
dovedit că visele erau o revelare a întâmplărilor ce 
avuseseră loc acum 500 de ani. Pe locul acela fusese 
o mănăstire de călugăriţe care în 1235 a fost distrusă 
de pirați. Totul a rămas părăsit până în 1443 când este 
rezidită ca o mănăstire de călugări. În 1453 cade” 
Constantinopolul. Printr'o întâmplare Rafail care era 
Protosinghelul Patriarhiei se afla în Europa. Acolo 
cunoaşte pe Diaconul Nicolae. In 1454 vin pe insula 
Lesvos, la Mănăstirea Karies unde Sfântul Rafail va fi 
stareţ. În 1463 creştinii de pe insula Lesvos se revoltă 
împotriva turcilor după promisiunea de ajutor militar 
aşteptată de la catolici care nu a fost onorată. Turcii 
măcelăresc pe răzvrătiți. Pentru a-i afla pe toţi , în 
cruzimea lor turcii încep să tortureze pe toţi cei care 
se aflau în mănăstire. Sfântul Rafail îndură toate 
chinurile şi moare după ce gura i s'a tăiat cu ferăstrăul. 
Muceniceşte este ucis în chinuri şi Diaconul Nicolae. 
I se taie pe rând membrele şi în cele din urmă capul. 
La fel muceniceste au suferit învățătorul, primarul şi 
soţia lui. Soţia primarului avea doi copii. Au legat-o 
de copac şi smulgându-i pruncul din braţe i-au zdrobit 
capul călcându-l sub picioare. Fetitei lor, Irina, care 
avea 12 ani i se taie o mână pe care o aruncă in faţa 
mamei. Apoi un picior. Inima mamei încetează de 
durere, iar Sfânta Irina în zvârcoliri este arsă de vie. 

La descoperirea acestor sfinţi au contribuit visele 
lui Vasiliki şi ale altora. Sfinţii după 500 de ani intrau, 
începând cu iunie 1959, în istoria noastră modernă ca 
să ne ajute acum când avem nevoie mai mult ca oricând 
de sprijinul lor. Vasiliki Rallis, precum şi ceilalţi, 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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SFÂNTUL NICODIM CEL SFINȚIT DE LA TISMANA 
(- 26 Decembrie -) 


În anul 1955 era «<împământănit>>, adică i se 
generaliza cultul în întreaga Biserică Ortodoxă Română, 
Sfântului Nicodim cel Sfinţit de la Tismana, unul 
din cei mai venerati sfinţi aflaţi pe teritoriul Olteniei. 
În Iunie, 1992, alături de alti sfinţi români sau cu 
moaşte în România, Sfântul Cuvios Nicodim de la 
Tismana a fost trecut în rândul sfintilor români. 

Sfântul Cuvios Nicodim provenea dintr'o familie 
de aromâni din Prilep - Serbia -, născut în jurul anului 
1320, fiind înrudit cu familia despotului sârb Lazăr şi 
cu cea a domnului muntean Nicolae-Alexandru Basaab. 
Atras de timpuriu de frumuseţile vieţii monahale, se 
călugăreşte la Athos, probabil la mânăstirea Hilandar. 
Duce o viaţă de post şi rugăciune, şi cunoaşte o serie 
de personalităţi ale vieţii isihaste, între care Eftimie, 
viitorul patriarh de Târnovo. 

De la Athos, Nicodim vine în Serbia unde-şi însuşeşte 
o frumoasă cultură teologică, invatandslavona. Din 
Serbia vine in Tara Românească, după anul 1365, 
oprindu-se întâi în sudul Dunării, la Saina - în regiunea 
Cladovei - unde, împreună cu ucenicii săi, ridică o 
biserică cu hramul Sfânta Treime. Motivul principal 
al venirii lui Nicodim în Tara Românească este văzut 
de majoritatea istoricilor bisericeşti în vasta acţiune 
de catolicizare a vremii întreprinsă de Ludovic al 
Ungariei (1342-1382), care a ocupat pentru câtiva ani 
Vidinul cu regiunea Crainei în 1366, situaţie care a 
durat până în 1369, an în care Stracimir recucereste 
Vidinul şi se instalează aici, dar ca vasal al ungurilor. 
(M. Păcurariu) 

Prima mărturie documentară despre prezenţa lui 
Nicodim la noi este un hristov din vara anului 1372 al 
voievodului Vladislav (Vlaicu), prin care făcea danii 
mânăstirii Vodița «cascultând pre cinstitul între călugări 
Nicodim, de asemenea şi cu cheltuiala şi cu daruri de 
la Domina mea şi cu munca lui Nicodim şi a fraţilor 
lui, am zidit şi am zugrăvit această biserică ...»». Deci 
mânăstirea Vodița s'a zidit in 1370 sau 1371, iar sfinţirea 


ei s'a făcut în 1372, conform hrisovului sus amintit. 


În anul 1928, arheologii au descoperit sub ruinele 
bisericii lui Nicodim de la Vodita temeliile unei alte 
biserici de zid mai veche datând de la jumătatea 
secolului al XIII-lea. Acest lucru atestă faptul că 
monahismul românesc este mai vechi decât se cunoştea 
şi că Nicodim nu este <<initiatorul>> vieţii monahale la 
noi - cum au afirmat unii istorici - ci organizatorul şi 
îndrumătorul lui, după modelul isihast (Tit Simedrea). 
Hrisovul lui Vlaicu din 1372 arată că Vodița devenea 
o <<samovlastie»», adică o ctitorie scoasă de sub orice 
autoritate din afară, conducându-se după propriul ei 
sobor, rânduindu-se ca după moartea lui Nicodim «să 
nu aibă nici un domn drept să aşeze în locul acela un 
conducător, nici arhiereul nici nimeni altul, ci precum 
spune Chiar Nicodim şi precum va orândui aşa să tie 
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călugării cei de acolo şi singuri să-şi aşeze cârmuitor»». 

În 1375, Nicodim participă la o misiune de împăcare 
întru Patriarhul Ecumenic şi Patriarhia Sârbă, care se 
proclamase autocefală în 1346, ocazie cu care primeşte 
rangul de arhimandrit de la Patriarhul Filotei al 
Constantinopolului. Ca o recompensă a misiunii sale 
fructuase, cneazul Lăzar al sârbilor contribuie la 
înzestrarea materială a mânăstirilor Vodița şi Tismana. 
Reamintim că tot în 1375 Banatul Severinului este 
recucerit de unguri, ceea ce duce la risipirea comunităţii 
monahale de la Vodița şi înfiinţarea celei de la Tismana. 

Prima menționare a Tismanei intr’un act de cancelarie 
domnească este actul de danii al lui Dan 1, din 3 
Octombrie 1375, în care citim «Am aflat în tara domniei 
mele, la locul numit Tismana, o mânăstire nu întru 
toate terminată, pe care sfânt răsposatul binecinstitorul 
voievod Radu, părintele domniei mele, a ridicat-o din 
temelie, dar n'a terminat-o din pricina scurtării vieţii 
... Drept care a binevoit domnia mea să clădească pe 
deplin acest hram, şi să-l întăreasc cu toate darurile 
şi veniturile.»» O însemnare a unui monah pe un hrisov 
din 1424, aminteşte două evenimente privind Tismana 
şi pe Nicodim, şi anume «S'a sfinţit biserica leat 
6886>> (1377) şi «ca murit părintele nostru Nicodim la 
leat 6915»» (1406). 

O alta stire despre Nicodim dateaza din 4 Septembrie 
1389, când numele său figurează intr’un hrisov dat 
mânăstirii Cozia de către Mircea cel Bătrân. Într'un 
alt hrisov al aceluiaşi domn, din 27 lunie 1387, se 
specifică următoarele privind monahii de la Vodița şi 
Tismana: «să fie de sine stătătoare şi după moartea 
conducătorului lor, să nu le pună nimeni cârmuitor, 
nici eu însumi, Mircea Voievod, nici altul dintre cei 
de după mine, ci numai ei inşişi să aleagă pe cine vor 
binevoi, nici să strice orânduiala şi datina lui Nicodim 
şi porunca mea». 

Conform tradiţiei, Cuviosul Nicodim a ridicat şi 
mânăstirile Topolnița, Cosulea-Crivelnie, Gura 
Motrului şi Vişina din Oltenia şi mânăstirea Prislop 
din Tara Hategului (Ioanichie Bălan). 

Sfântul Cuvios Nicodim de la Tismana a fost şi un 
cărturar deosebit păstrîndu-se dovezi ale interesului 
său pentru probleme teologice într'o corespondenţă 
cu Patriarhul Eftimie de Târnovo. S'au păstrat scrisorile 
de răspuns ale lui Eftimie: în prima, îi răspunde lui 
Nicodim la şase întrebări dogmatice referitoare la îngeri; 
iar în a doua, la problema legată de curatia morală a 
viitorilor preoţi (Emil Turdeanu). 

Sfântul Nicodim a întemeiat la Tismana o şcoală de 
caligrafi şi copişti de cărţi bisericeşti, renumită în 
toată Peninsula Balcanică. De aici, de la Tismana, 
conducea spiritual toate mânăstirile întemeiate de el 
şi întreținea corespondenţă cu egumeni şi ucenici de 
la Athos, din Serbia şi Bulgaria. 
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In anii 1404-1405, Nicodim copiază un superb 
Tetraevanghel, în slavona bisericească de redacţie sârbă, 
cu iluminări, fiind primul manuscris cu dată sigură de 
pe teritoriul românesc (M. Păcurariu). La pagina 316 
se află următoarea însemnare «Această Sfântă 
Evanghelie a scris-o Popa Nicodim in Tara Ungurească 
în anul al şaselea al prigonirii lui, iar de la începutul 
firti socotim 6913»» (1404). Unii cercetători au înţeles 
cuvântul <<prigonire>»> drept un conflict fie cu domnul 
Mircea cel Bătrân, fie cu mitropolitul Athanasie al 
Severinului; alţii văd în acest cuvânt <cgoană- 
prigonire»» retragerea lui Nicodim într'o strihastie, în 
«goană după linişte»» (isihie) la Vodița, Prislop sau 
alt loc (Tit Simedrea). 

Faptul că n'a existat niciun conflict între domnitorul 
Mircea cel Bătrân şi Nicodim este noul hrisov al 
domnului din 23 Noiembrie 1406, cu ocazia vizitei lui 
la Severin, «părintelui şi rugătorului domniei mele, 
Popa Nicodim». 


Sfântul Cuvios Nicodim a încetat din viaţă la 26 
Decembrie 1406 şi a fost înmormântat la Tismana, 
ctitoria sa. Pentru viaţa sa sfântă a fost învrednici de 
Dumnezeu cu darul izgonirii duhurilor necurate şi al 
vindecării neputinței omeneşti. Cronica vremii 
aminteşte, de exemplu, faptul că a trecut prin foc fără 
să se ardă sau că a vindecat pe mulţi bolnavi, între 
care fiica regelui Sigismund al Ungariei. 

Datorită vitregiilor vremurilor, sfintele sale moaşte 
au fost aşezate la un loc tăinuit. O mică parte din ele 
au fost duce în Macedonia, iar degetul arătător de la 
mâna dreaptă se păstrează la Tismana. 

Biserica Ortodoxă Română îi cinsteşte memoria, 
rânduindu-i slujbă de prăznuire în ziua mutării la 
ceruri, 26 Decembrie din fiecare an. 


Pr. Prof. Dr. Cezar Vasiliu 


Articol preluat din volumul * “Sfinţii neamului 
românesc, Târgovişte, 2001. 


EDUCAREA CREȘTINĂ A FAMILIEI 
Sfântul loan Colibaşul 


Sfântul loan Colibaşul este sărbătorit în fiecare an 
pe 15 Ianuarie. Ela trăit în timpul împărăției lui Leon 
Cel Mare, fiind fiul senatorului Eutropie şi al Teodorei. 
A fost dat la şcoală în oraşul său natal, Constantinopol, 
dovedindu-se, de mic, un mare iubitor de Hristos. 
Intr-o zi i-a rugat pe părinţii lui să-i dăruiască o 
evanghelie şi tatăl său a cerut celor care scriau să-i 
copieze una (nu apăruse maşina tipografică şi nici cea 
de copiat!). Când lucrul a fost terminat, părinţii lui au 
împodobit coperţile evangheliei cu pietre scumpe pentru 
ca fiul lor să se bucure nu doar de conţinutul ei ci şi 
de aspectul exterior. 

De la o vârstă fragedă, Sfântul loan Colibaşul s-a 
aprins de dorul călugăriei, dar ştia că părinţii lui se 
vor opune dorinţei lui. Deci, într-o zi, fără ştirea 
părinţilor s-a suit într-o barcă, şi a plecat împreună cu 
un călugăr la mânastirea Achimiţilor. Părinţii l-au 
căutat pentru mult timp, dar nu l-au putut găsi. Ajuns 
la mânăstire, l-a rugat pe stareţ să-l călugărească, dar 
acesta întâi a refuzat spunându-i că-i prea tânăr şi că 
ar fi mai bine să mai aştepte, să vadă ce grea e viaţa 
de călugăr, cu posturi multe şi grele, cu muncă, cu tot 
felul de încercări fizice şi sufleteşti. Dar tânărul, cu 
lacrimi în ochi, a insistat să fie călugărit, asigurându- 
| pe stareţ că va face fata tuturor nevointelor. Impresionat 
de starea sufletească a tânarului, stareţul a cedat şi I- 
a călugărit. Sfântul loan Colibaşu trăia o viaţă aspră, 
cu aprobarea stareţului, impunându-şi singur multe 
nevointe. Dar iată că peste câţiva ani, diavolul i-a dat 
o încercare foarte mare: pe tânărul călugăr l-a cuprins 
un dor fierbinte pentru părinţii lui. Dorul îl chinuia 
atâta de mult încât tânărul se topea cu trupul. Neştiind 
pricina pentru care a slăbit atât de mult, stareţul l-a 
chemat pe tânăr şi i-a spus să nu mai ţină posturi atât 
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de aspre, ci să mănânce puţin mai mult. Atunci tânărul 
i-a dezvăluit stareţului cauza adevărată, iar stareţul, 
după ce s-a rugat împreună cu toţi monahii pentru 
tânăr, i-a dat binecuvântarea să meargă să-şi vadă 
părinţii. lar el a plecat, neluând cu dânsul decât 
evanghelia pe care i-o dăruiseră părinţii. 

Sfântul loan Colibaşul ştia că dacă părinţii îl recunosc, 
va fi obligat să renunţe la viaţa aspră de călugăr, va fi 
îmbrăcat în straie scumpe şi va fi împins în viaţa 
publică. Deci, îmbrăcat sărăcăcios şi fără să lase să i 
se vadă faţa, a mers lângă poarta casei părinteşti, ca 
un sărac oarecare. De acolo putea să-i vadă pe părinţii 
lui, îmbrăcaţi cu haine scumpe, mergând spre palat, 
dar ei nu vedeau decât un sărac oarecare. Tatălui lui 
îi era milă şi trimitea servitorii să-i ducă ce rămânea 
de la masă, apoi a pus să i se facă o colibă lângă 
poartă, să se poată adăposti de ploaie şi de frig. Mamei 
lui, însă, nu prea îi plăcea săracul acela murdar. Ceea 
ce nu ştia nimeni este că în acea colibă mică şi săracă 
se afla un om mare cu sufletul, care suferea pentru 
Dumnezeu şi se ruga intens pentru salvarea tuturor. 

Peste câţiva ani, când Sfântul loan Colibaşul a 
ştiut că moare, a rugat un servitor să transmită stăpânei 
casei să vină să vorbească cu el pentru că are să-i 
spună ceva important. l-a fost scârbă să meargă să 
vorbească cu un cerşetor murdar. A doua zi, Sfântul 
Joan Colibaşul i-a trimis iar vorbă spunându-i că daca 
nu va veni să vorbească, o mare nefericire o aşteaptă. 
Nedumerită, mama lui a trimis slugile să-l aducă pe 
targa pe Sfântul Ioan Colibasul (era deja atât de bolnav 
că nu se mai putea ţine pe picioare). Sfântul Ioan 
Colibașul i-a destăinuit că este fiul ei cel care dispăruse, 
i-a povestit prin câte a trecut şi i-a arătat evanghelia 
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pe care o primise când era copil. Sfântul suferise atât 

de mult că nu mai era de recunoscut. Mama lui a 

alergat la soţul ei, s-au convins amândoi că aceasta 

era evanghelia pe care o dăruiseră lui şi şi-au dat 
seama că acesta este copilul pe care încă îl mai căutau. 

Bucuria de a-şi găsi fiul se împletea cu durerea că îl 

vor pierde morţii. Sfântul Ioan Colibaşul a murit şi a 

fost înmormântat, aşa cum ceruse el în haine sărace, 

în coliba în care îşi petrecuse ultimii ani. Deasupra 
colibei, părinţii lui au construit o biserică. 

Întrebări pentru părinţi: 

— Oare am stat noi în calea dezvoltării spirituale a 
copiilor noştri neavând cărţi religioase în casă? 
Părinţii Sfântului loan Colibaşul i-au făcut cadou 
o evanghelie; i-am făcut noi cadou copilului nostru 
o Biblie care să fie a lui, cu o dedicație frumoasă 
“de la mama şi tata pentru copilul nostru...”. Chiar 
dacă “copilul” e adolescent şi pare neimpresionat 
de cadoul nostru, sunt sigură că măcar din curiozitate 
se va uita prin Biblie lar mai târziu, când anii vor 
trece se va uita cu dragoste la acest cadou de la 
părinţii lui. Oricât nu ne place să admitem, copii 
noştri vor avea şi ei partea lor de necazuri în această 
“vale a lacrimilor” şi atunci Biblia va fi singura 
carte care le va aduce pacea sufletească. E bine să 
le citiţi copiilor din biblie de când sunt mici, să se 
obişnuiască, dar dacă nu ati făcut-o, nu'vă pierdeţi 
nădejdea, nicicând nu este prea târziu să te apropii 
de Dumnezeu. 

— Ne-am întrebat noi vreodată, când am văzut un 
cerşetor, ce am face dacă acesta ar fi copilul nostru? 
“Dar aşa ceva nu se poate - o să-mi spuneţi - eu am 
servici bun, am educaţie, sunt creştin...” . Totul se 
poate. Unii din copiii străzii au părinţi cu sevicii 
bune, educaţie, sunt credincioşi, dar copii lor, totuşi, 
au ajuns pe stradă. Unii copii au boli nervoase şi 
nu sunt ei de vină că au aceste boli; alţii au fost 
pacaliti de prieteni mincinoşi şi nu mai au curajul 
să se întoarcă acasă; alţii au avut un necaz în 
familie şi au crezut că fuga va rezolva problemele. 
Sunt şi copii săraci din părinţi săraci, care, ne mai 
putând să-şi ţină copiii i-au trimis pe stradă să se 
descurce cum ştiu. Nu putem să spunem decât 
“Doamne fereşte, să nu ajungă şi copiii noştri aşa”, 
să ne uităm cu milă la aceşti copii şi pe cât putem 
să-i ajutăm. 

— Sunt sigură că după moartea fiului ei, mama 
Sfântului loan Colibaşu nu s-a mai uitat cu dezgust 
la cerşetori. Dar noi cum ne uităm la ei? Un lucru 
e clar ca lumina zilei: totdeauna, dar absolut 
totdeauna trebuie să arătăm respect pentru săraci, 
cerşetori, oamenii străzii. De ce? În primul rând 
pentru că sunt fraţii noştri creaţi de acelaş Dumnezeu. 
Apoi, pentru că suntem creştini şi legea de aur 
zice: “iubeşte-l pe aproapele tău ca pe tine însuţi”, 
Mai departe putem spune că arătând lipsă de re- 
spect pentru un cerşetor îl umilim, adăugăm la 
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povara crucii lui, îi adâncim disperarea şi putem 
să-l împingem la droguri sau chiar sinucidere. Şi 
ultimul motiv, cumva egoist: oamenii străzii care 
nu au căzut în completă disperare mai au o singură 
avere: mândria. Dacă încerci să îi furi şi aceasta 
ultimă posesie rişti să te pomeneşti cu un cuţit în 
spate sau un glonţ în cap. Trăim într-o lume aspră 
şi dacă noi îi umilim pe fraţii noştri, distrugându- 
i spiritual să nu ne mirăm că ei se apără distrugând 
fizic. Ei nu au stau într-o casă caldă, cum stăm noi, 
nu au mâncare pe masă, nu au pregătirea pe care o 
avem noi. E de datoria noastră, întâi să nu-i necăjim 
şi apoi, să-i ajutăm, în măsura puterilor. Dacă, 
atunci când dăm un ban am zice şi o vorbă bună ar 
fi şi mai bine. Cineva mi-a arătat o cruciulita făcută 
dintr-un fel de tablă, de o persoană neîndemânatecă. 
“De unde o ui?” l-am întrebat. “Mi-a făcut-o cadou 
un cerşetor.” “De ce ţi-a făcut-o cadou?” “Pentru 
că am Stat de vorbă cu el”. Doamne, ajută-ne să ne 
purtăm cum trebuie, făcându-ne datoria faţă de 
semenii noştri săraci. 

Maica Preoteasă 
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ştiau că nu vor fi crezuti, îndurau necredinta şi batjocura 
oamenilor şi tocmai de aceea autoarea precizează cu 
evenimente care au avut loc, minuni văzute şi verificate 
de toţi “fiii” lui Toma Necredinciosul. E pur şi simplu 
o obsesie de a prezenta fiecare detaliu temporal şi 
local. Rallis dă fiecare nume de persoană implicată şi 
amănunte din timpul cercetărilor arheologice şi 
religioase. 

Minunile sunt cu putinţă dacă mândria creierului 
poate accepta că omul are şi inimă şi că inima este 
cuibul vieţii de unde zborurile iubirii pornesc către 
cer. 

Pr. Br. Dumitru Ichim 
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